Topics of the sample essays provided in the booklet: 
Advantages and disadvantages of living abroad

Advantages and Disadvantages of Living in the Country

Advantages and Disadvantages of Joining a Social Network– ideas provided

Computers: A blessing or a curse? (advantages and disadvantages)
Computers are a necessity. Do you agree or disagree? Support your opinion with arguments and examples.

Recycling is important. Do you agree or disagree? Support your opinion with arguments and examples.

Physical Education should be taught in schools. Do you agree or disagree? Support your opinion with arguments and examples.

The death penalty cannot be defended. Do you agree or disagree? Support your opinion with arguments and examples.

Experiencing A Live Concert Is Always Better Than Watching It On Television. Do you agree or disagree? Support your opinion with arguments and examples. – ideas provided

Essays on Advantages and Disadvantages
Task 1

1) d 2) a 3) c 4) b
Exercise 2 

Body

Paragraph I – Advantages 

Argument 1 - better financial opportunities; example – jobs, education and health care

Argument 2 – learning a foreign language; example – social activities; communicative skills

Argument 3 – becoming independent; example – coping with difficult situations

Paragraph II – Disadvantages

Argument 1 – getting used to the new country; example – living alone

Argument 2 – foreign language problems; example – difficult to communicate

Argument 3 -  discrimination; foreigners not easily accepted

Task 4

1.However 2.First of all/Firstly 3.Second/Secondly 4.On the other hand 5.First of all/First 6.In addition; Moreover; Furthermore; What is more; 7. Finally 8.In conclusion 9.To sum up 10.On the whole 

Opinion essays

Task 1

a. Model A

b. Points for: saves time, are educational and fun
Points against: jobs have been lost, unemployment, health problems

c. Model В

d. Supporting evidence

storing information on computer disks is an efficient way of keeping data - one computer disk can hold the same amount of information : as several books.

stored information can be found at the touch of a button - lives are made easier.

in the past we managed very well using other methods -become too dependent on computers.

Model A

Para 1: states topic

Para 2 arguments for and reasons

Para 3 arguments against and reasons

Para 4 summarizes points of view 

Model B

Para 1 states topic and writers opinion

Para 2 1st viewpoint and reason

Para 3 2nd viewpoint and reason

Para 4 opposed viewpoint and reason

Para 5 restates writer’s opinion using different words

Task 2

1. B; 2 C; 3 A;

Task 3

argument 1: P. E. vital for most children as they have neither time nor opportunity to do sport elsewhere, supporting reason: children living in crowded cities — no space to play — by doing P.E. they can get rid of their excess energy.

argument 2: P.E. develops children's social skills, supporting reason: encourages them to work as part of a team and cooperate with others

opposing argument: Some parents feel that P.E. should not be compulsory.

supporting reason: not all children enjoy or are good at sport.

In the first place: Firstly, To start with, To begin with, etc.

In addition, Moreover, Furthermore, Besides, What is more, etc.

On the other hand: However, etc.

In conclusion: In my view, in my opinion, etc.

Paragraph Outline

Para 1: states topic and writer's opinion Para 2:  1st viewpoint and reason Para 3:   2nd viewpoint and reason Para 4:   opposing viewpoint and reason Para 5:   restates writer's opinion using different words

Task 4
1.although 2.Nevertheless 3.In 4.Firstly 5.past 6.suggested 7.However 8.argument 9.then 10.to sum up
