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5 Set expressions with modals

1 Complete each group of expressions in A with can, might, must, should, or will, in the

B

=

a This is something you shouldn’t miss doing.

b You can't be serious.

—_

ave to admit that this is true.

By,

I wouldn’t be surprised if ...
That’s only what I would expect in this situation.
‘Why am I expected to have the answer?

- o

You have an annoying habit of forgetting my name.

g
h
i Let’s wait and find out.

—

I be proved right.

j Nothing can be done about it.
k You're absolutely right.
1 Thaven't got the energy or enthusiasm for it.

m I'm not surprised.
n Theres no reason for you not to.

correct form, positive or negative. Then match them with the correct definitions in B.
A
1 [JYou | | bejoking!
LT = [Fsay =
3 []Itsa
4 [ ] How 1 know?
5 W wonder if ...
6 I think so too!
7 [] We | see.
8 You keep forgetting my name!
9) Mo || ——— || e
10 I be bothered.
11 It be helped.
12 You say that again!
13 You as well.
14 I have guessed.
15 You well ask!

2 Read the conversation about ‘cold callers’ - people
who telephone you at home without your permission
in order to sell you something. Choose the correct
set expression from exercise 1 to complete it.

Cold callers

Beth Aaagh! That was another cold caller!

Andy ' I might have guessed./I might well ask! You were
being incredibly rude.

Beth Well, what do you expect?! 21 can’t be bothered/It
can’t be helped to be polite to them. * They might
as well ringl They will keep ringing when I'm
trying to work!

Andy * I must say,/I shouldn’t wonder if that is one of
the biggest problems of working from home.
How on earth do they get our number?

Beth ° You must be joking!/ You might well ask! But
then a lot of them are crooks. That was someone
pretending to be calling from Microsoft saying
there was a virus on my computer, and wanting
me to give them access to it. I didn't, of course.

Andy °You can say that again!/I should think so too!

o That’s a good question.

Beth Well, it’s a scam I've heard about. They mess up
your computer and charge a fortune to put it
right. Mind you, there may well be a virus on
my computer — 7 how should I know?/you’ll see.
T had to laugh when she said, ‘Your computer’s
working very slowly, isn’t it?’ I did think, *® You
must be joking!/ You can say that again!’

Andy Maybe we should register with that organization
that’s supposed to stop cold calls?

Beth ° We might as well/It's a must — it’s free and it
can’t do any harm. But I think it only reduces
the number of calls you get.

Andy Well, " we'll see/you’ll see.

Now listen and check your answers.





