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FUTURE FORMS & TENSES – OVERVIEW

I. Look at these sentences and answer the questions that follow:

1. You will meet a tall, dark, handsome stranger. 
2. I will help you with your homework if you want. 
3. I am going to spend the whole evening doing my homework. 
4. I am flying to Paris next Monday – eat your heart out.
5. And I’m travelling to the seaside – my train leaves at 6.00 tomorrow morning. 
6. I forgot to talk to Maria – I’ll call her now.
7. Look at those clouds – it’s going to rain!
8. I will always love you! 
9. Do you know that we have a test tomorrow?
10. Shall we take a break in a few minutes?

Which of the above forms in bold express the following?

· a promise
· a prediction
· an arrangement
· a scheduled event
· an offer
· a prediction based on evidence
· an intention
· a spontaneous decision
· a suggestion




II. Choose the better form in bold: 

1. What will you do / are you doing if you don’t get the job?
2. What will you do / are you doing this evening?
3. Can you stop the car? I think I will / am going to be sick!
4. Have you heard? They are getting / will get married next Sunday.
5. Do you think they will be / are being a happy couple? 
6. I love you with all my heart - will you / are you going to marry me?
7. Hurry up or we will / are going to be late – the concert starts / is starting at 7! 
8. I don’t feel like cooking tonight - will/ shall we eat out?

III. Complete the sentences in the chart using will and the verbs suggested:

	
	Positive Statements
	Negative Statements
	Questions

	

Future Simple

	

I _________ you the moment I find out. (tell)


	

I _________ anyone, I promise! (tell)


	

_________ me what’s going on? (someone / tell)


	


Future Continuous

	

This time next week, I _________ on a beach in the Maldives! (lie)


	

The PM _________ with the MPs, after all. (meet)

	

_________ anytime soon? 
(we / land)


	

Perfect Simple

	

Call me at 8 - I _________ dinner by then. (finish)


	
I can promise you they _________ anything about it yet. (do)

	

_________ the tests by Monday? (you / check)


	

Future Perfect Continuous

	
When I retire next week, I _________ here for 45 years! (work)


	
They _________ long when we arrive, so stop worrying! (wait)

	
 _________ about me all this time, I wonder? (she / think)





Which of the above tense or tenses:

· may simply refer to a future event or state?
· may mean the action is ongoing at a specific future moment?
· may emphasize the fact that one future event / action takes place before another?
· may convey action over a period of time up to a certain future moment?



IV. What’s the difference (if any) between the sentences in each set?

1. We will have dinner at 8 tonight. 
We will be having dinner at 8 tonight. 

2. I will call him tomorrow afternoon.
I will have called him by tomorrow afternoon.

3. I will think about you all the time.
I will be thinking about you all the time.

4. When we see her, I will tell her. 
When we see her, I will have told her. 

5. When you arrive, I will do my laundry. 
When you arrive, I will be doing my laundry. 
When you arrive, I will have done my laundry. 

6. She will be driving to the airport to meet her boss. 
She will be driven to the airport to meet her boss.

7. They will have finalized the details by Monday morning. 
The details will have been finalized by Monday morning. 
  




V. Complete the third column with the correct passive forms. 


	
	Active
	Passive

	
Future Simple

	
They will hold the meeting tomorrow afternoon.

	
The meeting _____________ tomorrow afternoon.

	
Future Continuous

	
They will be making the appetizers tomorrow morning. 
 
	
X


	
Future Perfect Simple

	
They will have bought the drinks by now.

	
The drinks _____________ by now.

	
Future Perfect Continuous

	
They will have been partying for three hours when the clock strikes twelve

	
X






VI. Choose a future form/tense for each of the following sentences. Sometimes more than one form may be possible. 


· The train __________ (arrive) at 12:30. 
· We __________ (have) dinner at a seaside restaurant on Sunday. 
· It _________ (snow) in Brighton tomorrow evening. 
· On Friday at 8 o’clock I __________ (meet) my friend. 
· Paul __________ (fly) to London on Monday morning. 
· Wait! I __________ (drive) you to the station. 
· The English lesson __________ (start) at 8:45. 
· Are you still writing your essay? If you __________ (finish) by 4pm, we can go for a walk. 
· When they __________ (get) married in May, they __________ (be) together for six years. 
· You’re carrying too much. I __________ (open) the door for you. 
· Do you think the teacher __________ (mark) our homework by Monday morning? 
· After you __________ (take) a nap, you __________ (feel) a lot better.
· I’m sorry but you need to stay in the office until you __________ (finish) your work. 
· I __________ (buy) the cigarettes from the corner shop when it __________ (open). 
· I __________ (let) you know the second the builders __________ (finish) decorating.
· I’m very sorry Dr. Jones __________ (not be) back in the clinic until 2pm. 
· This summer, I __________ (live) in Brighton for four years. 
· I don’t think you __________ (have) any problems when you land in Boston. 
· The baby should be due soon, next week she __________ (be) pregnant for nine months. 
· By the time we get home, they __________ (play) football for 30 minutes. 
· When you __________ (get) off the train, I __________ (wait) for you by the ticket machine. 
· This time next week I __________ (ski) in Switzerland!

