Past Unreal Conditionals in Historical Context
Two Famous Explorers
Throughout history, we have benefited from the courageous explorers whose daring adventures opened new frontiers to us. Whether they set out to sail the seas, cross unexplored lands, or take to the skies in flight, they changed our perception of the world.
Vasco da Gama is one such explorer. He was the first European to sail from Europe (Portugal) around Africa to India and back. In 1497, with four ships, he made the trip to India in 23 days. The return trip, however, took almost four and a half months because of the monsoon winds. If he (1. listen) ______________________ to the advice of the local people and waited, he (2.lose/ not) _________________________ more than half of his crew. He returned with only two of the four ships. If he (3. wait) ________________________ a while before returning to Portugal, maybe all four ships (4. return) ____________________________ with him.
Da Gama was a true adventurer, and his discovery brought the spice trade to Portugal.

Charles Lindbergh was an explorer of the skies who made the first solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean. As a young man, Lindbergh’s interest was in aviation. He dropped out of college to travel around the country performing airplane stunts for audiences at county fairs. In 1924, he joined the Army and received pilot training. Later, he was hired to fly mail between St. Louis and Chicago.
If Lindbergh (5. stay) ________________________ in school and (6. study) __________________  engineering, he probably (7. become/ never) _________________________ a pilot. 
In 1927, Lindbergh set a goal to be the first person to fly non-stop from New York to Paris and win a $25,000 prize for doing so. On May 20, 1927, Lindbergh took off in his plane, the Spirit of St. Louis, and flew almost 4,000 miles across the Atlantic in 33.5 hours. After this historic feat, Lindbergh continued to promote aviation and even wrote a book about his transatlantic flight. If Lindbergh 
(8. travel/ not) ________________________ around the country on a post-flight tour, people 
(9. consider/ not) __________________________ aviation as a means of travel.

Asking What If Questions about History
1. In 1969, Commander Neil Armstrong was the first man to walk on the moon, so Pilot Buzz Aldrin was not.
If Commander Neil Armstrong had not been the first man to walk on the moon, Pilot Buzz Aldrin would have been.

2. In 1769, Daniel Boone explored the frontier of Kentucky and was captured by the Indians there several times.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3. In 1978, Sally Ride was one of 8,000 applicants to be accepted into the astronaut training program, and in 1983 she became the first woman to orbit Earth.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4. Robert Peary valued Matthew Henson’s knowledge about travel and Eskimo ways, so Peary chose Henson to accompany him on his quest to become the first man to reach the North Pole.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
5. Jonas Salk discovered a cure for polio in 1952, and millions of people have been spared from this crippling disease.
______________________________________________________________________
