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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Paper format The paper contains four parts,

with a range of texts and

accompanying comprehension

tasks. A text may consist of

several short pieces.

Timing I hour 15 minutes.

No. of parts 4.

No. of questions Approximately 45.

Task types Multiple matching, multiple-

choice, gapped text.

Text types From the following:

newspapers, magazines,

journals, non-literary books,

leaflets, brochures, etc.

Length of texts 450–1200 words per text:

approximately 3,000 words

overall.

Answer format For all parts of this paper,

candidates indicate their

answers by shading the correct

lozenges on an answer sheet.

Marks Parts 1 and 4 – each correct
answer receives 1 mark.
Parts 2 and 3 – each correct
answer receives 2 marks.

STRUCTURE AND TASKS

PART 1 

Task type Multiple matching.
and focus Specific information.

Format A single-page text or several short texts preceded
by multiple matching questions.
Candidates must match a prompt to elements in
the text.

No. of Qs 12–18.

PART 2 

Task type Gapped text.
and focus Text structure.

Format A text from which paragraphs have been removed
and placed in jumbled order after the text.
Candidates must decide from where in the text
the paragraphs have been removed.

No. of Qs 6 or 7.

PART 3

Task type Multiple-choice.
and focus Detail, gist, opinion or attitude.

Format A text followed by four-option multiple-choice
questions.

No. of Qs 5–7.

PART 4 

Task type Multiple matching.
and focus Specific information.

Format A double-page text or several short texts preceded
by multiple matching questions.
Candidates must match a prompt to elements in
the text.

No. of Qs 12–22.



carefully, they should transfer their answers to the answer

sheet.

�  PART 3 – MULTIPLE-CHOICE

This part tests candidates’ detailed understanding of a text, including
the opinions and attitudes expressed in it.

� Sample task and answer key: pages 12 and 15.

� Each correct answer in Part 3 receives 2 marks.

Candidates need to read the text closely in order to distinguish

between, for example, apparently similar viewpoints,

outcomes, or reasons. The task consists of a single-page text

followed by a number of questions; the questions are

presented in the same order as the information in the text so

that candidates can follow the development of the text. The

final question may depend on interpretation of the text as a

whole, e.g. the writer’s purpose, attitude or opinion.

Candidates should read each question very carefully, as well

as the four possible answers. The questions can be answered

correctly only by close reference to the text. Candidates should

select one option for each question and mark it in some way,

e.g. by circling the letter A, B, C or D on the question paper.

Once they are satisfied that they have made the appropriate

selections, they should transfer their answers to the answer

sheet.

�  PART 4 – MULTIPLE MATCHING

This part tests the candidate’s ability to locate specific information in
a text.

� Sample task and answer key: pages 13–14 and 15.

� Each correct answer in Part 4 receives 1 mark.

The task requires candidates to scan a two-page text; this may

be continuous or made up of a group of shorter texts or

sections of text. Candidates should fold out the second page of

the text so that all the information is available to them

simultaneously.

As for Part 1, some of the options will be correct for more than

one question, and there may be more than one correct answer

to some questions; if so, the instructions to candidates will

indicate this. The range of possible answers may be presented

in the form of a list of, for example, names of people or places,

titles of books or films or types of occupation.

The questions for the multiple matching task are printed

before the text so that the candidate knows what to look for in

the text. Once they have completed the task and checked their

answers, candidates should transfer their answers to the

answer sheet.
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The four parts of the 
Reading paper

�  PART 1 – MULTIPLE MATCHING

This part tests the candidate’s ability to locate specific information in
a text.

� Sample task and answer key: pages 10 and 15.

� Each correct answer in Part 1 receives 1 mark.

The task requires candidates to scan a single page of text,

which may be continuous or divided into sections, or may

consist of a group of short texts. Candidates are required to

match questions with the relevant information from the text.

There may be one or two sets of questions.

Some of the options will be correct for more than one

question, and there may be more than one correct answer to

some questions; if so, the instructions to candidates will

indicate this. The range of possible answers may be presented

in the form of a list of, for example, names of people or places,

titles of books or films or types of occupation.

The questions for the multiple matching task are printed

before the text so that the candidate knows what to look for in

the text. Once they have completed the task and checked their

answers, candidates should transfer their answers to the

answer sheet.

�  PART 2 – GAPPED TEXT

This part tests candidates’ understanding of how texts are structured
and their ability to follow text development.

� Sample task and answer key: pages 11 and 15.

� Each correct answer in Part 2 receives 2 marks.

The task requires candidates to select from a number of

choices the paragraphs which fit the gaps in a text; only one

answer being correct in each case. The task consists of a

single-page gapped text followed by the extracts from the text

and one extra paragraph which does not fit in any of the gaps.

Candidates need to read the gapped text first in order to gain

an overall idea of the structure and the meaning of the text,

and to notice carefully the information and ideas before and

after each gap as well as throughout the whole of the gapped

text. Then they should decide which extracts fit the gaps,

writing the appropriate letter in each gap. They should

remember that each letter may only be used once and that

there is one extract which they will not need to use.

When they have made their selection and checked each choice
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Preparation

General
� Make sure the students read as widely as possible both in

class and at home. Classroom reading can include a range of

reading texts from coursebooks and reading-skills books at

CAE level. Encourage students to interact fully with each text

by focusing on any pre-reading questions. These stimulate

interest in the topic dealt with by the text and train students

in prediction techniques.

� It is helpful to introduce a programme of reading at home.

As part of the weekly homework assignments, an idea might

be to introduce a reading scheme which involves the students

in providing verbal or written reviews on the texts they have

read. These could include: unabridged short stories or novels,

non-fiction, newspaper and magazine articles, etc. Where

possible students should be encouraged to follow up on their

hobbies and interests by reading magazines about sport,

computers, fashion, etc. in English. If these magazines are not

readily available locally, they can probably be accessed on the

Internet. Research in these areas could also lead to a series of

short class talks or articles for a class project. A class or school

magazine may also encourage interest in reading.

� It is important to make sure the students are familiar with

the format of the Reading paper. It will be helpful to spend

time going through past papers. The Reading paper has a

standard structure and format so that students will know, in

general terms, what to expect in each part of the paper,

although the number of questions within a task may vary.

� Students should be encouraged to read a text without

thinking that they need to understand every word. They are

not allowed to use a dictionary in the examination and they

should be trained to try to guess the meaning of unknown

words from the context. Students often spend precious time

worrying about the text at word level rather than trying to get

a more global view of what it is about.

� Students need to read the title and sub-title of each reading

text. This is meant to give them an idea of what to expect from

the text; it will tell them who has written the piece and what

it is about. If there is a visual, it is usually included to help

with a reference in the text that the students may not be

familiar with, for example, a photo of a certain animal or

place. Students are allowed to make notes on the question

paper but these notes aren’t marked.

� It is important that students are familiar with the

instructions on the front page of the question paper, and for

each part of the test. Students should also be familiar with the

technique of indicating their answer on the separate answer

sheet so that they can do this quickly and accurately. The

students need to be shown how to do this and have practice

doing this in a timed exercise. They need to think about the

relative merits of transferring their answers on to the answer

sheet at the end of each task or waiting until the end of the

paper. If they find it difficult to complete the four tasks in the

time allowed, it may be wiser to transfer answers after each

task.

� When the students are familiar with the different task

types, it is a good idea to discuss which part(s) take them

longer to complete. Following this discussion the teacher can

suggest possible timings for each task. Students need to be

reminded that each task is worth approximately equal marks;

50% of the marks are allocated to the two multiple matching

tasks, while the other two tasks (multiple-choice and gapped

text) account for the remaining 50%. The students at this level

need to process large quantities of text in a defined time-scale

and therefore they need practice in planning their time

carefully.

By part
�  PART 1

� Your students will need practice in skimming and scanning

texts quickly in order to prepare for the multiple matching

tasks in Part 1 and Part 4. They should practise scanning texts

for the particular information required and not feel that they

must read every word in the text. It is also important that you

give them enough practice in timing their reading.

� Draw students’ attention to the particular wording of

questions since these are intended to lead the reader to

specific information and to disregard irrelevant information. It

can be helpful for your students to underline key words in the

questions as this helps when trying to find the information in

the text which provides the answers.

� Discourage your students from selecting an answer solely

on the basis of matching a word in the question with a word in

the text, since careful reading of a particular part of the text is

required to ensure an accurate match in terms of meaning.

� Give your students plenty of opportunity to read articles

and reviews where different people discuss work, books,

hobbies, etc. Ask students to prepare their own questions,

perhaps as a homework exercise to be used later in class. This

will help them gain a better understanding of how the test is

constructed and will also give them some insight into what

clues they need to look for when doing Parts 1 and 4 in the

examination.

�  PART 2

� You should encourage your students to read the text as a

whole, and not to focus on each gap separately. They need to

understand that an idea of the structure and the development

of the theme of the text is necessary before starting to do the

task. Students frequently make the wrong choices by selecting

options which fit the text before the gap, and neglecting to

check that the text after the gap follows on smoothly.

� Sometimes students will need to choose carefully between

two extracts as possible answers and will need practice in

making decisions about which is the most logical extract to fill
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the particular gap. Give your students plenty of practice in

recognising a wide range of linguistic devices which mark the

logical and cohesive development of a text, e.g. words and

phrases indicating time, cause and effect, contrasting

arguments, pronouns, repetition and use of verb tenses.

� You should alert your students to the dangers of

approaching the gapped-text task as an exercise requiring

them merely to identify extracts from the text and sections in

the text containing the same words, including names and

dates. The task is designed to test understanding of the

development of ideas, opinions and events rather than the

superficial recognition of individual words.

�  PART 3 

� You should encourage your students to read the whole text

before reading the multiple-choice questions. As three out of

the four options are incorrect, there is not much point in

trying to absorb them all before tackling the text. It is much

more important to train students to check each option against

the evidence of the text.

� The questions in Part 3 follow the order of the text, possibly

with a global question at the end. It is often useful to ask

students to underline the part of the text where they found

the answer and then justify it to the rest of the class. It may

also prove useful to identify the information which the

distractors are based on.

� Ask your students to check the questions which take the

form of incomplete sentences very carefully; the whole

sentence has to match what is written in the text and not just

the phrase in option A, B, C or D. You should also alert them to

the fact that an option may be plausible, but not actually

answer the question and that careful study of the questions

and text is very important.

� Make sure that students read texts in which opinions,

attitudes and feelings are expressed, e.g. interviews with

famous people talking about how they began their careers and

what made them successful, or reviews of a particular theatre

performance. The multiple-choice questions in this part are

often based on opinions and feelings.

� As in the other parts of the test, it is important that

students avoid matching words in the text with words in the

question or option.

�  PART 4

� Part 4 of the Reading paper complements Part 1; both are

multiple matching tasks, testing students’ ability to locate

specific information in a text. The advice on preparation for

Part 1 also applies to Part 4. However, you should make sure

that your students are aware of the need to fold out the

second page of the text when they do the task.
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PAPER 1: READING
Part 4 (Questions 25–45)
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PAPER 1: READING
Answer keys and answer sheet

PART ONE

1 C

2 B

3 A

4 D

5 D

6 C

7 A

8 C

9 A

10 C

11 B

12 C

PART TWO

13 F

14 A

15 E

16 G

17 C

18 B

PART THREE

19 A

20 B

21 C

22 D

23 C

24 D

PART FOUR

25 B 36 C

26 C 37 D

27 A 38 B

28 D 39 A

29 C 40 D

30 B 41 B

31 C 42 D

32 D 43 C

33 A 44 A

34 C 45 C

35 D


