ENGB 016

NUMBER
1. Types of nouns: 

Common/proper nouns
Countable/uncountable nouns

Concrete/abstract nouns

Define the type of nouns in the following sentences and male a list of all the countable and uncountable nouns:
1. Somewhere in a nearby miner's house the women were preserving fruit, and an intoxicating sugary fragrance filled the air. 2. The room shook with cheering applause. 3. Roy, it's time for you to invite your friends inside, for ice cream and cake. 4. On the desk there appeared two dainty cups and saucers, sugar, a plate of sliced bread, and a jar of English marmalade. 5. That other world of flesh into which has been woven pride and greed looks askance at the idealist, the dreamer.
2. Regular and irregular (unpredictable native and foreign plurals, compounds): Spelling rules 
2.1. Give the plural of the following nouns:
box, city, play, piece, foot, kilo, orange, thief, party, potato, knife, photo, belief, cross, mosquito, tomato, country, tooth, house, day, calf, focus, formula, piano, cactus, taxi, hero, wife, university, stadium, beau, roof, Negro, passer-by, half, nebula, veto, chief, fraternity, plateau, medium, man-of-war, loaf, ghetto, crisis, echo, bureau, gin-and-tonic, bath, life, kangaroo, thesis, go-between, corps, curriculum
2.2 Give the singular of the following nouns:
men, brethren, mice, alumni, women, corpora, children, stimuli, data, codices, oxen, phenomena, graffiti, strata, geese, criteria, viruses 
3. Uncountable nouns: partitives. Fill in the following words to form meaningful phrases: advice, applause, chocolate, jam, lemonade, meat, milk, oil, rice, sugar, tea, tennis

a bar of _________

 a bottle of _________
 a barrel of _______
a cup of _________

 a game of _________
a glass of ________ 
a jar of ________

a lump of ________ 

a packet of ________

a piece of ________

 a round of ________

 a slice of ________

4. Singularia tantum vs. pluralia tantum. Choose the correct form of the verb:
1. Billiards (is/are) becoming more and more popular. 2. My trousers (is/are) torn. 3. German measles (is/are) a dangerous disease for pregnant women. 4. All means (has/have) been used to get him to change his mind. 5. Mumps (is/are) fairly rare in adults. 6. The news of TV (is/are) always depressing. 7. There (is/are) thousands of species of butterflies. 8. Where (is/are) the tongs? 9. Rickets (takes/take) a long time to get over. 10. At the bottom of the hill there (is/are) a dangerous crossroads. 
5. Collective nouns. Subject-verb concord. Choose the correct form of the verb:
l. The crew of the ship (is/are) very small. 2. The crowd that gathered in the courtyard of the factory (was/were) all workers. 3. He addressed the audience who (was/were) beginning to exit. 4. Some of the gentry (was/were) dissatisfied with the agricultural reforms introduced at that time. 5. The clergy (was/were) a social stratum intensely hated by the common people. 6. He openly defied the decision of the cabinet who (was/were) flabbergasted. 7. The police (was/were) unpleasant and fussy individuals. 8. The new government (was/were) formed last week. 9. The angry crowd (was/were) like a stormy sea. 10. The board who (was/were) responsible for the organization of this enterprise (was/were) prosecuted for damages. 
6. Differentiated plurals. Choose the correct form:
l. He’s got good (brain/brains). 2. A favourite subject in science fiction is (brain/brains) transplantation. 3. He has the (gut/guts) to go on a sea trip around the world single-handed. 4. He likes games in the open (air/airs). 5. Our secretary was keeping the (minute/minutes) of the meeting. 6. What I don't like about her is that she often gives herself (air/airs). 7. ("Attention!/ Attentions!"), shouted the sergeant. 8. The (colour/colours) of the wine was the right shade of red. 9. The ship emerged from the battle with flying (colour/colours). 10. Before cooking it, remove the (scale/scales) of the carp. 11. He was not in the habit of paying (attention/attentions) to young ladies because he was disappointed with the lot. 12. She is always acting without (regard/regards) to people's feelings. 
7. Numerals (singular and plural uses). Choose the correct form:
1. They bought two (dozen/dozens) glasses. 2. (Dozen/Dozens) of glasses were on the shelves. 3. He had several (hundred/hundreds) books in his library. 4. If you want to keep abreast with the modern trends in science you have got to read (hundred/hundreds) of books. 5. (Billion/billions) of stars can be seen on a clear night.. 6. Seven (million/millions) people live in Bulgaria. 7. The price of the boots was reduced to four (pound/pounds). 8. She is five (foot/feet) two. 9. The ditch was five (foot/feet) wide. 10. The boots cost forty (pound/ pounds) fifty.
	Pre-intermediate exercise: http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/nouns_articles/plural2.htm
Intermediate exercise: http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/plural3/index.php
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