URARTU
1. The earliest evidence. Language and population.
For the first time Urartu was mentioned during the reign of Salmanassar I in the 13th century BC as: 



Ur(u)atri
- Urartian language probably belongs to the family of the Caucasian languages, close to Hurrian and Mittanien; the cuneiform writing is closer to Hittite-Hurrian script; 
- Uratian inscriptions were influenced by the Assyruan annalistic tradition; the earliest Urartian inscriptions were written in Assyrian;
- small number of clay tablets: stone slabs, rock-cut insccriptions and graffiti on bronze objects prevailed;

- occasionally hieroglyphic signs and logograms were used: mainly to mark ownership and volume on vessels.
2. History of Urartu.

Since 9th century BC Urartu struggled for control and domination over the northern lands of Mesopotamia, Northern Syria and eastern Anatolia.
Sarduri I made Tušpa (Van kale) his capital in 840 BC.

Urartian fortresses and settlements:
Tušpa (pronounced Tushpa) = present day Van (eastern Turkey)
Teišabaini= present day Karmirblur Кармирблур (near Erevan, Armenia)
Rusahinili = present day Toprakkale
Sardurihinili = present day Çavuştepe
By the mid- 8th century BC the tension between Urartu and Assyria had escalated. Assyria managed to throw back the Urartians from Northern Syria and southeastern Anatolia. Tiglatpilesar III took and destroyed Tušpa in 735 BC. 

Rusa I restored his power over the previously lost territories. He organized a big anti-Assyrian coalition in which Mita, king of the Muški,  and Ambaris of Tabal participated. Urartu suffered significantly by the Cimmerian raids at the end of the 8th century BC. 
(Cimmerians were Iranian-speaking tribe who invaded Anatolia from the area of the Caucausus – according to Herodotus 4.11-13 - from the northern Black Sea area). This facilitated Sargon II’s campaign in 714 BC when he destroyed Urartu and the coalition, dealing with each member one by one.
The last floruit of Urartu was under King Rusa ІІ (680-660 BC). 
In 616-606 BC Assyria fell under the attacks by Babylon and Media. Finally Urartu was also conquered by Medes.
The last known Urartian king was Sarduri III in 643 BC. Later evidence about Urartu in 6th – 5th century BC referred mainly to just a geographical area.
3. Religion and mythology.
There is no mythological or liturgical Urartian text preserved. However, there is an inventory list, included in a dedication inscription, with 80 names of deities and the respective offerings for them:
· rock-cut inscription in a nich to the north of Van – Meherkapasi: dedication by Išpuini and Menua; something like a podium below the inscribed rock.
One of the main gods was:
Haldi – not only Urartian god; his greatest cult center was in Musasir (in the mountainous region of present-day Iraq) най-големият му култов цертър е в Мусасир (планинските области на днешен Ирак); bronze shield were the main offerings to him.
· Urartian kings dedicated their victories and building projects to Haldi;
· Haldi was depicted as a warrior standing on a lion. 
Teishaba – the Storm God, his wife was Huba;

Shiuini – the Sun God 
- animal sacrifices;

- main imagery on different objects: the Tree of Life, winged demons (borrowed from Assyria), female sphinxes.

- metal dedications were often inscribed: shields, helmets, vessels, belts.
4. Burial rites.
Urartians practiced both cremation and inhumation. Common people were usually buried in big clay vessels.

 - Royal rock-cut tombs in Tušpa (Van)] at the entrance of one of them Argišti I’s (785-756 BC) chronicle is carved in cuneiform script. The tomb is a large rectangular room with three side chambers and niches on the walls of all of them. 
- Stone-built tombs also existed. They were usually underground and again with niches on the walls.
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