The English Noun: The Category of Number

Exercises

Exercise 1. Write the plural forms of the following nouns:

(48 marks)
	Singular 
	Plural 
	Singular 
	Plural 
	Singular 
	Plural 
	Singular 
	Plural 

	appendix 
	
	echo
	
	larva
	
	self
	

	axis
	
	embargo
	
	leaf
	
	ski
	

	bacillus
	
	fax
	
	libretto
	
	stereo
	

	bacterium
	
	foot
	
	loaf
	
	tattoo
	

	barracks
	
	fungus
	
	matrix
	
	schema
	

	belief
	
	gallery
	
	memo
	
	sheep
	

	cherub
	
	gallows
	
	nucleus
	
	tooth
	

	cod 
	
	genus
	
	oasis
	
	trout
	

	criterion
	
	headquarters
	
	offspring
	
	veto 
	

	deer
	
	hero
	
	potato
	
	video
	

	diagnosis
	
	hoof
	
	radius
	
	wharf 
	

	dwarf
	
	Kennedy
	
	reality
	
	witch 
	


Exercise 2. Write C for countable, U for uncountable, and B for both countable and uncountable after the following nouns.




(24 marks)
furniture
perfume
money

sugar

bread

camera
person 

glass

kilo

sofa

oxygen

fire
desire

beef

shelf

sound

advice

art

knowledge
ceiling

chaos

accident
gas

breakfast
Exercise 3. Fill the gaps with appropriate uncountable nouns to form meaningful phrases:
(12 marks)
a kind of ________

a sort of ________

 a type of _______ 

a piece of ________

a bit of ________

an item of ________
a blade of ________ 

a sheet of ________ 

a grain of ________ 

a speck of _______ 

a peal of ________ 

a morsel of ________
Exercise 4. Translate into English: (15 marks)
Бих искал да купя: 1. две бутилки червено вино 2. три килограма домати 3. два нарязани бели хляба 4. килограм и половина кашкавал 5. половин килограм ориз 6. връзка магданоз 7. една бутилка гроздова ракия 8. една кутия зелен чай 9. четвърт килограм извара и 10. една бутилка олио. 
Exercise 4. Underline the correct form of the verb in the brackets. 
(16 marks)
1. The eyes or the skin (is, are) often adversely affected by a lack of Vitamin A.
2. In the Peace Corps, an American group (goes, go) into an underprivileged country to help the people develop skills. 
3. The U.S. Senate (has, have) made several individual proposals for starting the Peace Corps. 
4. Turtles are unique; each (has, have) eight cervical vertebrae.

5.  Mistakes in parallelism (is, are) are the only problem here. 
6. The Bicentennial, which Americans celebrated in 1976, (has, have) inspired a revival in the art of quilting. 
7. Neither threats nor hostile action (scares, scare) the enemy. 
8. The surfer or the swimmers (is, are) responsible for the littered beach. 
9. My favorite breakfast (is, are) cereal with fruit, milk, orange juice, and toast. 
10. The number of applicants (is, are) steadily increasing.
11. There are several students in the lobby. A number (is, are) here to see the president. 12. Gymnastics (is, are) fun to watch. 
13. Fifty thousand dollars (is, are) a lot of money.
14.  One-half of the faculty (has, have) doctorates. 

15. One-half of the faculty (is, are) retiring this summer. 
16. A good diet and a realistic exercise plan (combines, combine) to help one lose weight.
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