Types of Verbs
1. Full verbs and auxiliary verbs
Full verbs are also called notional or lexical: call, leave, speak, fight, watch, understand, etc.

Full verbs can function in the sentence autonomously, i.e. with or without the help of auxiliaries.
She calls him every day. I am leaving now. They haven’t fought for a week.

Auxiliary verbs include be, have, do and modal verbs: will, can, should, may, etc.

They function in the sentence only as ‘helping’ verbs, i.e. in combination with full verbs. Auxiliaries may appear in groups of two or three, but cannot function autonomously.
He is asking a lot of questions. Can you come with me? You should not have said that. She must have been told the truth.
Compare: 
He is tall vs. He is leaving.


She has a new car vs. She has read the paper.

1.2. The full verb
1.2.1 Full verbs in English appear in five inflectional forms
· the zero-inflection (base form): call, leave, speak, watch
· the third person singular, present tense (-s form): calls, leaves, speaks, watches 

· the past tense (-ed form for regular verbs): called, left, spoke, watched 

· the past participle (-ed form for regular verbs): called, left, spoken, wanted
· the -ing participle: calling, leaving, speaking, watching
1.2.2 The inflection for the third person singular, present simple tense occurs in three allomorphs: /-s/, /-z/ and /-iz/. 
· Base forms ending in voiceless consonants (but not in sibilants /s/, /z/, /ʃ/, /ʧ/, or /ʤ/) take the /-s/ allomorph: hops, writes, speaks, coughs
· Base forms ending in voiced consonants or vowels take the /-z/ allomorph: sobs, rides, digs, strives, smoothes, calls, roars, mimes, learns, plays, ties, bows    

*The verbs do, have and say undergo changes in the pronunciation of their bases: does, has, says

· Base forms ending in sibilants – /s/, /z/, /ʃ/, /ʧ/, or /ʤ/ – take the /-iz/ allomorph: kisses, surprises, flashes, watches, plunges
1.2.3 The inflection for the past tense occurs in three allomorphs: /-t/, /-d/ and /-id/. 

· Base forms ending in voiceless consonants (except /-t/) take the /-t/ allomorph: hopped, kicked, coughed, kissed, flashed, watched 
· Base forms ending in voiced consonants (except /-d/ or vowels take the /-d/ allomorph: sobbed, strived, smoothed, called, roared, mimed, learned, played, tied, bowed 

· Base forms ending in /-t/ and /-d/ take the allomorph /-id/: dated, wanted,  proceeded, collided
The predominant number of English verbs, also known as regular verbs, form the past tense forms by adding these three allomorphs /-t/, /-d/ or /-id/. A relatively small number of verbs (just over two hundred) follow different patterns in order to form the past tense: they are called irregular verbs and most of them are of quite common occurrence. 
Study the List of irregular verbs: http://www.englishpage.com/irregularverbs/irregularverbs.html
1.2.4 The inflection for the past participle has the same regular allomorphs as the past tense inflection: /-t/, /-d/ or /id/, which are distributed in the same way.
*It should be noted that some of the irregular verbs coincide morphemically and phonetically in all three forms: cut, put, set, hit, shut, slit, or in the past tense and past participle forms: fed, kept, fought, brought, slung, spun, etc. 
1.2.5 The –ing participle inflection of all verbs (regular and irregular) is formed by adding 
–ing /-iŋ/to the base form.
The -ing participle inflection (building, reading) coincides phonemically with the derivational suffix -ing forming nouns (the building of the state, reading is pleasant, readings from Dickens), and the derivational suffix -ing forming adjectives (an interesting story, his amazing experience, etc). The inflection has only one allomorph.

1.2.6 Spelling rules
· The regular past tense and past participle forms, as well as the -ing participle form, are often spelled with a double final consonant of the base:

stop - stopped – stopping


hop - hopped - hopping

permit - permitted – permitting


hop - hopped - hopping

pin - pinned – pinning

· This occurs with verbs whose base ends in a short, stressed and closed syllable. If, however, one of these conditions is not present, no doubling of the final consonant occurs:
hope - hoped - hoping

lean - leaned – leaning         

(where the syllable is stressed, but long and open), or:

develop - developed - developing

pardon - pardoned – pardoning      
(where the syllable is short and closed, but not stressed).

· In the British variant of English, even unstressed final syllables double the consonant if it happens to be an -l: travel - travelled - travelling

or sometimes a -p: 
handicap - handicapped - handicapping

kidnap - kidnapped - kidnapping

worship - worshipped - worshipping

In the case of a final -l, only one verb makes an exception: parallel - paralleled - paralleling.
· Verbs ending in stressed -ar, -ur, -ir and -er also double the r:

star - starred – starring



stir - stirred - stiring

occur - occurred – occurring


prefer - preferred - preferring.

No doubling occurs, however, if the r is followed by an e:

stare - stared – staring


fire - fired - firing

procure - procured – procuring

interfere - interfered - iinterfering

No doubling occurs with verbs ending in -eer, -ear or -oar either:

steer - steered – steering


soar - soared – soaring

· Regular verbs ending in -y after a vowel preserve the y in the 3rd singular, the past tense and the past participle forms:

play - plays – played




destroy - destroys - destroyed

But: 
pay - pays - paid

say - says - said

· Regular verbs ending in -y after a consonant change the y to i in the 3rd singular, the past tense and the past participle forms:

carry - carries - carried

study - studies - studied.

· Verbs ending in -y both after a vowel (a) and a consonant (b) preserve the y in the -ing participle forms:

(a) pay - paying, lay - laying, say - saying, 
play - playing, destroy - destroying, employ - employing

(b) cry - crying, try - trying, carry - carrying,
 study - studying, satisfy - satisfying, notify - notifying.

· Verbs ending in -ie: (a)  preserve the -ie in the 3rd singular, the past tense and the past participle forms (b) but change it to y in the -ing participle:

(a) die - dies - died, tie - dies - tied, lie - lies - lied

(b) dying, tying, lying
· Verbs ending in silent -e usually omit it in the -ing participle:

love - loving 

rage - raging 

rescue - rescuing

like - liking 

oblige - obliging 

owe - owing.

but should preserve it if its omission would bring about confusion:

singe - singeing vs. sing - singing

· Verbs ending in -c add -k for the past tense, the past participle and -ing participle forms:

frollic - frolicked – frolicking


picnic - picnicked - picnicking

traffic - trafficked – trafficking

havoc - havocked - havocking

· The forms of the verb dye are spelled:

dye - dyes - dyed - dyeing.
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