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http://www.un.org/sg/statements/?nid=5217, 19.03.2012, 09;40
New York, 22 April 2011 - Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on Syria 

The Secretary-General condemns the ongoing violence against peaceful demonstrators in Syria, which again has killed and injured many today, and calls for it to stop immediately. He reminds the Syrian authorities of their obligation to respect international human rights, including the right to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, as well as the freedom of the press. The Secretary-General reiterates that there should be an independent, transparent and effective investigation into the killings. Taking note of the lifting of the state of emergency and of the program of reforms announced by President Assad, the Secretary-General emphasizes his belief that only an inclusive dialogue and the effective implementation of reforms can address the legitimate aspirations of the Syrian people and ensure social peace and order.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/04/assad-obama-resign-un-resolution#history-link-box, 19.03.2012, 09:47
Syria resolution vetoed by Russia and China at United Nations

• Thirteen other council members vote in favour
• UK and US react with fury to decision
• Homs death toll more than 200, say activists

· Saturday 4 February 2012 22.28 GMT 

· Article history 
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An anti-regime demonstration in the city of al-Qsair, south-west of Homs where activists say Syrian forces have killed more than 200 people. Photograph: Alessio Romenzi/AFP/Getty

Russia and China have vetoed a UN security council resolution calling for the Syrian president to step down, provoking a furious reaction.

All 13 other members of the council, including the US, France and Britain, voted in favour of the resolution, which backed an Arab peace plan aimed at stopping the violence in Syria. Russia and China blocked the resolution because of what they perceived to be a potential violation of Syria's sovereignty, which could allow for military intervention or regime change.

William Hague, the foreign secretary, condemned the decision. "More than 2,000 people have died since Russia and China vetoed the last draft resolution in October 2011," he said after the vote. "How many more need to die before Russia and China allow the UN security council to act?

"Those opposing UN security council action will have to account to the Syrian people for their actions, which do nothing to help bring an end to the violence that is ravaging the country. The United Kingdom will continue to support the people of Syria and the Arab League to find an end to the violence and allow a Syrian-led political transition."

The draft resolution, tabled by Morocco, did not impose sanctions or authorise military action and contained nothing that warranted opposition, Hague said. Hillary Clinton, the US secretary of state, reacted angrily to the news at a press conference in Munich on Saturday night: "What more do we need to know to act decisively in the security council? To block this resolution is to bear responsibility for the horrors that are occurring on the ground in Syria."

Responding to the Russian foreign minister, Sergey Lavrov, who asked "What's the endgame?", Clinton replied: "The endgame in the absence of us acting together as the international community, I fear, is civil war."

Hague accused Russia and China of siding with "the Syrian regime and its brutal suppression of the Syrian people in support of their own national interests. Their approach lets the Syrian people down, and will only encourage President Assad's brutal regime to increase the killing, as it has done in Homs over the past 24 hours."

France's ambasador to the UN, Gerard Araud, said: "It is a sad day for the council. It is a sad day for Syria ... History has compounded our shame."

The defeat came despite concerted efforts by western leaders to get security council backing for the resolution censuring the Damascus regime.

Speaking before the vote, Barack Obama called for Assad to step down following the latest bloodshed. The US president said Assad had lost his legitimacy as a ruler and had "no right" to cling to power. He said the regime's policy of terrorising its people "only indicates its inherent weakness and inevitable collapse".

Britain and France also condemned the violence and called for decisive action by the international community in an apparent rebuke to Russia, which carried out its threat to veto the draft resolution.

Death tolls cited by activists and opposition groups ranged from 217 to 260, making the Homs attack the deadliest so far in Assad's crackdown on protests that erupted 11 months ago in response to uprisings that overthrew three Arab leaders.

Hague said it was time for countries to stop giving "shelter" to the regime after the assault on Homs. "The Syrian regime's actions display President Assad's cold-blooded cynicism in the face of mounting international pressure for the UN security council to do its utmost to end the bloodshed.

"The time is long past for the international community, particularly those that have so far sheltered the Assad regime, to intensify the pressure to end over 10 months of violence."

The French foreign minister, Alain Juppe, said the Homs bloodshed was a crime against humanity and "those who block the adoption of such a resolution are taking a grave historical responsibility".

But the Russian foreign minister, Sergey Lavrov, criticised the UN resolution, saying it made too few demands of anti-government armed groups, and could prejudge the outcome of a dialogue among political forces in the country.

Russian news agencies reported that Lavrov and Russia's foreign intelligence chief, Mikhail Fradkov, will meet with Assad in Damascus on Tuesday. Syria has been a key Russian ally since Soviet times and Moscow has opposed any UN demands that could be interpreted as advocating military intervention or regime change.

Earlier on Saturday, Tunisia decided to expel Syria's ambassador in response to the "bloody massacre" in Homs and said it no longer recognised the Assad regime. As news of the violence spread, a crowd of Syrians stormed their country's embassy in Cairo and protests broke out outside Syrian missions in Britain, Germany and the US.

Homs residents said pro-Assad forces began shelling the Khaldiya neighbourhood at around 8pm on Friday using artillery and mortars. They said at least 36 houses with families inside were destroyed. "We were sitting inside our house when we started hearing the shelling. We felt shells were falling on our heads," said Waleed, a resident of Khaldiya.

It was not immediately clear what had prompted Syrian forces to launch such an intense bombardment, just as diplomats at the security council were discussing the draft resolution supporting the Arab League demand for Assad to step aside.

Some activists said the violence was triggered by a wave of army defections in Homs, a stronghold of protests and armed insurgents whom Assad has vowed to crush. "The death toll is now at least 217 people killed in Homs, 138 of them killed in the Khaldiya district," Rami Abdulrahman, head of the British-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, told Reuters, citing witnesses.

"Syrian forces are shelling the district with mortars from several locations, some buildings are on fire. There are also buildings which got destroyed."

An activist said forces bombarded Khaldiya to scare other rebel neighbourhoods. "It does not seem that they get it. Even if they kill 10 million of us, the people will not stop until we topple him."

The opposition Syrian National Council said 260 civilians were killed, describing it as "one of the most horrific massacres since the beginning of the uprising in Syria". It said it believed Assad's forces were preparing for similar attacks around Damascus and in the northern town of Jisr al-Shughour.

Another group, the Local Co-ordination Committees, gave a death toll of more than 200. It is not possible to verify activist or state media reports as Syria restricts independent media access. Video footage on the internet showed at least eight bodies assembled in a room, one of them with the top half of its head blown off. A voice on the video said the bombardment was continuing as the video was being filmed.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/07/us-turkey-syria-idUSTRE8160RO20120207, 19.03.1012, 09:27
Turkey plans new Syria initiative after U.N. "fiasco"

By Jonathon Burch and Tulay Karadeniz

ANKARA | Tue Feb 7, 2012 8:59 am EST 

(Reuters) - Turkey is preparing a new initiative with countries who oppose the Syrian government and its bloody crackdown on unrest, Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan said on Tuesday, calling a veto by China and Russia of a U.N. resolution on Syria as a "fiasco."

"We are going to start a new initiative with those countries that stand by the people, not the Syrian government. We are preparing this," Erdogan told a meeting of his ruling AK Party in Ankara, giving no further details on the move.

"The process that occurred at the United Nations in relation to Syria is a fiasco for the civilized world," he said.

On Saturday, China and Russia stymied U.N. action on Syria by vetoing an Arab-backed Security Council resolution, the only members of the 15-member world body to vote against it, drawing widespread condemnation from Western and Arab nations.

Without naming any particular country, Erdogan said the vetoes gave a "green light" to the Syrian government to continue its military attacks on anti-government protesters. Assad's forces are also now battling armed insurgents in some areas.

"The U.N. Security Council has once again held captive the conscience of the international community. Possessing the power to veto is a great responsibility. Using this power gives a green light for the persecution to continue," Erdogan said.

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu was expected to travel to the United States on Wednesday for talks with U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

Clinton said on Sunday the United States would work with other nations to try to tighten sanctions against Syrian President Bashar al-Assad's government and deny it arms in the absence of a U.N. resolution.

U.S. officials have said they were now gauging the prospects for a group of like-minded countries to coordinate support for Syria's political opposition, a move that could bypass Russian and Chinese resistance to anti-Assad measures.

Such an undertaking might be modeled loosely after the contact group that oversaw international assistance to rebels that overthrew Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi last year.

CONTACT GROUP

A senior Turkish foreign ministry official told Reuters it was "natural" to start discussing a plan for Syria outside a U.N. framework but it was too early to say whether the nations would set up a Libya-style contact group.

"Because of the veto we are in a situation where there are other options. We have to consider these carefully. It is too early to say we are headed towards a contact group as with Libya but of course, these need to be discussed," the official said on condition of anonymity.

He said Turkey was also awaiting the outcome of talks in Syria on Tuesday between Assad and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, who was expected to press the Syrian leader to end the violence and carry out reforms.

His visit came as Syrian forces renewed their bombardment of Homs, a city that is a hotbed of protests and rebels.

Once a staunch ally of Assad, Turkey has now strongly condemned his government's bloody crackdown and called for the Syrian leader to step down.

Turkey also hosts opposition members from the Syrian National Council and has given refuge to Syrian army defectors. Thousands of Syrian refugees fleeing violence at home have also taken shelter inside Turkey.
http://globalr2p.org/media/pdf/23February2012AnnanAppointmentSyriaEnvoy.pdf, 19.03.2012, 09:45

New York, 23 February 2012 - Joint statement by the Secretaries-

General of the United Nations and of the League of Arab States on

appointment of Kofi Annan as Joint Special Envoy on the Syrian crisis

In accordance with the General Assembly resolution A/RES/66/253 of 16 February and following close

consultations between Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon and the Secretary-General of the League of Arab

States Nabil ElAraby, the two today announced the appointment of former United Nations Secretary-

General Kofi Annan as the Joint Special Envoy of the United Nations and the League of Arab States on the

Syrian crisis.

The Secretaries-General are grateful to Mr. Annan for accepting this important mission at a critical time for

the people of Syria. A deputy for the Joint Special Envoy will be chosen from the Arab region.

The Special Envoy will be the high-level representative of the Secretaries-General of the United Nations

and the League of Arab States on the Syrian crisis. The Special Envoy will provide good offices aimed

at bringing an end to all violence and human rights violations, and promoting a peaceful solution to the

Syrian crisis.

The Special Envoy will be guided in this endeavour by the provisions of the General Assembly resolution

A/RES/66/253 and the relevant resolutions of the League of Arab States. He will consult broadly and

engage with all relevant interlocutors within and outside Syria in order to end the violence and the

humanitarian crisis, and facilitate a peaceful Syrian-led and inclusive political solution that meets the

democratic aspirations of the Syrian people through a comprehensive political dialogue between the Syrian

government and the whole spectrum of the Syrian opposition.
http://ochanet.unocha.org/p/Documents/USG%20Valerie%20Amos%20Statement%20on%20SYRIA%209%20March2012.pdf, 19.03.2012, 10:01

	
	


Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

STATEMENT ON SYRIA 
UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY RELIEF COORDINATOR, VALERIE AMOS
(Ankara/New York, 9 March 2012) I have just completed a two-day visit to Syria. My aim was to urge all parties to agree on arrangements for humanitarian organizations to reach people in areas affected by fighting and violence. 

I was able to visit Homs and parts of the suburb of Baba Amr, with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, so that I could see for myself the impact of the fighting. I was horrified by the destruction I saw. Almost all the buildings had been destroyed and there were hardly any people left there. I am extremely concerned as to the whereabouts of the people who have been displaced from Baba Amr. 

In Damascus I met the Syrian Foreign Minister, Walid al-Moallem, and other Government ministers, and I raised my concerns regarding the humanitarian situation with them. We have agreed on a joint preliminary humanitarian assessment mission to areas where people urgently need assistance. 

While this is a necessary first step, it remains essential that a robust and regular arrangement be put in place, which allows humanitarian organizations unhindered access to evacuate the wounded and deliver desperately needed supplies. A proposal has been submitted to the Government of Syria and I ask them to consider this matter with the utmost urgency. 

I had the opportunity today to see the facilities for displaced Syrians in Hatay province on the Turkish side of the border. I also met the Turkish Foreign Minister, Mr. Davutoğlu, to discuss regional contingency planning efforts. This follows previous consultations with the Lebanese and Jordanian Governments last week. I commend all three Governments for keeping the borders open for people in distress and for providing relief to them in a sustained manner.
	http://www.unicankara.org.tr/index.php?ID=911&LNG=2, 19.03.2012, 10:12
UN AND ARAP LEAGUE SPECIAL ENVOY ANNAN WAS IN TURKEY TO SOLVE THE SYRIA CRISIS 
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UN-Arab League envoy Kofi Annan with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan during talks 
on the situation in Syria. Photo: Office of the Prime Minister, Republic of Turkey 

The Joint Special Envoy of the United Nations and the League of Arab States for Syria, Kofi Annan, visited Turkey after his visit to Damascus on ending the ongoing crisis in the country.

In Ankara Mr. Annan met with Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu to discuss the situation in Syria, following his weekend visit to Damascus, where he met with President Bashar al-Assad.

Mr. Annan also met with Burhan Ghalioun of the Syrian National Council. "We had constructive discussion as to my approach and how the future development of the process would be, and they have also promised their full cooperation which will be necessary if we are to succeed," he said.

"I�m expecting to hear from the Syrian authorities since I left concrete proposals with them to consider, and once I receive their answer we will know how to react," Mr. Annan said in a statement.

"The Syrian people have gone through lot, they deserve better. I have made it clear at the beginning of my mission that my main preoccupation is the welfare of the Syrian people and the Syrian nation," Mr. Annan said.

"We should put the interests of the people at the centre of everything that we do, and I know that the strong international community support, the whole world is coming together, is working with us to resolve this situation in Syria, and with goodwill and determination I am hopeful we will make progress," he added.
Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that some 30,000 Syrians have fled to Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, while a significant number of people are thought to be internally displaced.

After completions of his meetings Mr. Annan left Turkey on March 13. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.un.org.eg/view.aspx?post=174, 19.03.2012, 09:57
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Secretary-General's Latest Statement on Syria 

March 18,2012 

 
One year ago today, Syrians emboldened by the changing tide of history in their region stood up in the streets of Damascus to appeal for their universal rights and freedoms. Peaceful popular protests started a few days later in Deraa and spread to many other locations across the country. The Syrian authorities responded with brutal repression, which has continued unabated. Its consequences are tragically unfolding before the world's eyes. Well over 8,000 are dead as a result of the government's decision to choose violent repression over peaceful political dialogue and genuine change. 

It is urgent to break the cycle of violence, stop military operations against civilians and prevent a further militarization of the conflict in Syria. The status quo in Syria is indefensible. The Secretary-General stands in solidarity with the people of Syria and their legitimate aspirations to dignity, freedom and justice. He calls for all violence to end, and for a resolution of the crisis through peaceful means. He urges the Syrian Government and opposition to cooperate with the efforts of the Joint Special Envoy, and appeals to the international community to offer its determined and unified support to stop the bloodshed and find a political solution that responds to the will of the Syrian people and ensure respect for their fundamental rights. 

New York, 15 March 2012 
