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2 LLOYD MICHAELS

2. Sister Alma, a nurse, relates to Elisabet Vogler, an actress and her
patient, the story of a past sexual misadventure: she had once partici-
pated with a friend in an erotic coupling with two very young boys on a
beach. She then had sex that evening with her flancé, the most pleasiir-

able lovemaking during their long engagement. Shortly thereafter, Alrma
discovered she was pregnant and decided to abort the child. While she
recalls this intensely sensual experience, the camera rermains within the
bedroom, alternating between close-ups of the nurse’s face and that of
the impassive listener who resembles her. Elisabet, wearing a similar
white nightdress, reclines on the bed smoking and remaining silent
throughout the scene as Alma fidgets in her chair, paces across the
room, lights a cigarette, and finally collapses into the other woman’s
arms. (nearly 7 minutes; 10 shots)

3. The same two wonien, now dressed in black turtlenecks, sit across
a table confronting each other. Alma describes in menacing detail the
pregnancy and mothering impulses of Elisabet, who again remains
sifent during the entire account. Mrs. Vogler had felt incomplete because
her friends said she lacked “mothertiness” and so conceived a child
whom she grew to hate even before it was born. Despite her “cold and
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indifferent” attitude toward her son, whom she had wished dead and
now finds repellent, the boy loves her with tofal devotion. The mono-
logue begins with a two-shot of Alma speaking in the foreground dark-
1ess, back to camera, with Elisabet facing her and the camera; as it pro-
ceeds, the shot dissolves into two successive close-ups of Elisabet’s face,
fier feft side (right side of the frame) brightly lit, the other side in dark-
ness. After Alma’s indictiment concludes (*You think he's repulsive, and
vou're afraid”), the scene begins over again, the speech recited verbatim,
this tivite with the camera repositioned so that Elisabet is now in the Ieft
foreground darkness, back to the camera, while Alma, half lit from the
left, is seen in close-up. As the monologue reaches its climax for the sec-
ond time, however, the dark side of her face is briefly transformed into
half of Elisabet’s face, which then disappears as Alma cries, “Nay!” But
within moments, the strange close-up returns and remains, a composite
of the two “bad sides” of the actresses” faces, as the silence js disturbed
by g single dissonant chord. (8 minutes; 11 shots)

These three sequences, comprising one-fourth of the fAlm’'s total
running time, may serve to introduce the enduring artistic
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to continue. Vogler, then, is not the voice of Persona; rather, the
film gives voice to her silence.”® In a succession of films from his
mature period — one thinks of the hillside picnic in The Seventh
Seal that provides an interlude of clarity and peace in the midst of
plague, the deus ex machina ending of The Magician whereby Dr.
Vogler is miraculously rescued from disgrace, and the gorgeous
autumnal tableau of the three sisters in a swing at the conclusion
of Cries and Whispers — Bergman reminds us of the illusory ele-
ment in all moments of heightened perception, community, tran-
scendence, and happiness as he simultaneously suggests that the
solace, affirmation, and joy contained in these images is some-
thing more than merely a sentimental religious faith or an exis-
tential joke. By such illusions, he seems to say, do we all manage
to live.

Such is my own understanding of Persona. The essays collected
here offer a variety of distinctive critical approaches that illumi-
nate the film's continuing hold over sophisticated patrons of the
art cinema and inexperienced patrons of the multiplex alike. The
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seprescnl Falie a5 somcthine hotl rvsticai and aoeod tather
then derirgaecl o speaky.

WL = Ll ok e Sfandvth Carcdighd oot cowdd eladi s
cmerpcncs of wiiat Alm critle Andid Barn omes callind a process nf
wrbiseic prdicorrnrpliosin, that is, acn exangale af 30 geslhetic Jewel-
OpULCTLL WIe0e i 1 ot Larm sUch ns b Clngmi BTIngs ar aldcTt
wxlsting farrr, sach ax the theater, b des fralton: “What makes it
possible o Gecfieve Lhial Uie clocdes esiils Lo disddwel O Cocale 4
wew &2 af dramans racks 1s s cpacthr koo ranstorm theatrcal wf-
alicars tban otdeereyise wiolsd peves liawe ceaclied Lhieir i turiy. """
Tromnidally cenanpeds thic Swecalizly Cigsand Sid gont oy -aod S|E5000en s
exjTimentiang cthorts b exnioos the Ahn crescinm alure, 11 dra
crALlEmival tacks swkpesied by SWindbess DialHpat, LAKLne s
SPCCEALOL LR Borh 3 Fealishle molse—cn-soing avd i coalice bovrons
the timgihle wrrlel, frat ik [t macceendent saes of neind. Tl
LLBZLS LOr Llas Jauluee ane Laody cloac: Sjpdenodon leLn dog He-lswd e,
uncl the: Swexhsh Abn indovre bisammne mans and maoms el
LILECOEL 2] coueaclitions 3od Sdlabocplicn, whee LG Amciican
reglishe clmema estibdistel the rabng crmyesntimes A mentiomesl
parlier, the denoic2ne= o thal tiho damalenry emained sLill
steexnz An Fle <arly 19308 This fact alsa hw-'.'l[li crpliT why
Merg=rat:"s nlivr collesanoe i tae theetes gl e citeona, AlF
SibeLE. w0 was e diesler of Beoroaas Lre Jdm scspl, o
Rl (RS, 1944 ™Fas a0 atrar bnoa posteeat arklcie C1454%] thatr the
curecid was Jagsiog =l moderisl Jevelopaueols o atber arl
FoTnis

7 15 abwwnas that the orema has paly tw 3 swl? dames beaned (b

Potential ot perhiemmang o saveral levels, 2z gsiog sacultioeacs
wtlom and displucemenits. . . - Tar Tlercnymics o, Tiroegl=..
Loty aed PMeassa. Bor Steedliery Lluot wwed Boelof Shie s satlog
abruge. Ju teielc works bie nediv-duoal Joee asasciakes, deabley o0
in |=sforne]s Ib walers b Qe onpen s ann Hoe poeooscizus
At upried gud creed g aweverendiog cecle O3S oy Sbe coee
1o, tne very mstrument of Nowle=as expeaeiceness. b bas oot
Iesdeil, Himoe moals bds ook duaced jovscpocate Laens a: vaneenn-
Iz, dy sell-evide il vonea ol sen e 1™



E:AC M S NSl T BOIGH & R AT MERESL AF a9

SODLDE teds 1300 a5 Lgnogan; of 51051 achbevcmcil and o)
nrInt=garde Farnmcan cnema as his statrment mipht sugpesk At
b vuiced lxis wivws ax 2 chiallenge direct=| ot the conteanpomars
Awedlsh cureatns And duosiskye LRe peak Al poilwac deoealizue.
sunwe all, his oxeoy v cnneeleed as a0 st tiom i Ps en
woreen Aduplatiom uf Stassdlere’s play M Jwlie in whzel Fie weas 10
depasl drasileally Loown Sead>cra's nniuralslo Josmal, Sjobernr
armicsi that the drieratargci. vision of 0 Srsampiap weas miarh
rncane relesvanz b lzic i Olinieg AN ficddie hecawese o A Droarebion
Slindberp fad aruclaacd the dewslopmons of 8 CInoma,
Spehery toformesdl b Strlvellorg’s wsicm aned technlqoe 25 *aallucl-
oativces-reslisen, " verlaaps Dest Liaceslabesd s “'lacilastic oealisos,”
Takanz s diaratiiglcal oo Zooim A Deddripday, s(Ghecg crans-
[orracd Mise Jklie Intn wak s hecome o modarnilst classie i
the caneoms. Parler Teler ievchrdes thee filo: im bizs volome Clayzor o
M #crnlem Edien wiia the cnllzseing coammene

Yokat Is so remarkable =t -he almege od i el 15 the deer
aproesy whb ezt o fimd-rete Jdifloalt Graecle bexk bas bew
Erepdd ot peal placatare spce | .. Zle Slocisker leas laken up
Hie play as @ cich proprasicie Zoc brocgiog e pact Defune as s i
eril Julucioab:n. ™

PERZDMNA AME THE SEMIMAL PRESERCE GF A GREAMPLAY

Lhe weayr ape of Shiodbe-g's notaralisiic plavs cmild b
transfrezl b the soreen by eanploneingg, Tis irkzernist clreun con
cepl eoinits SHilesss uitbalive and Cocides itk BeLfota®s 1oe-
maHye years v che Anema. it Hireman'= limk tn Stincdherg cdates
ik, g i wsatly angd conshilules 2 vesy periaal relerential puisid
Hy ot his career A deearplae 10 nashnilar has Aeen a cnn-
timsiews challernge, e sperals consideralile spacs i =is msiis
2 by Lanmerd Lo dlsTiEs e ol lds Lhamhgaéae praduclloos He
has wmipnd it e —racs mm the theater amod cnoe rme telisdsion, T
[rraserice ke self B 2 the dreane segaeoioes, it Bl Slencher
aiv Mz dual Guabiny f reandnbsoence a1 nighiatare cocal T



40 NIEGITTA STRFl

siTindborplan dishatooar of Faiasven aod Lealitaod Jo A Dienen-
dlop. and the acaulemle ceremnmy as descrdbexd I 200 womipk 55 2
Lavesey il Lhe squabibde aone e s Taoalties o Serindlere's
elir, L 50005 DO COLRCLOCRE: Wal Bougrad conclivdes ks Llo-
makary finale Farp ard Alwendm with a ditvect rofercnoe - 2nd
Iwaaape — 10 Smindbers By Lawiog sraoduwatbies Ekdal nead bo Jeer
arandirm, the: wonld-Fe theater ran Alexzngor, bnmoche pretacs
W A Drvcorebliy.

B Snind reep's 2aniial dsund i jaresenl Qo g auore swidle and
mtrkguing way in Aazena. Uims Important ey i which Bs snmbd-
Ul poeieiacs osazes ikgelf felt iy in the carstroction of what
Srmidberg mierend oo Imohis proface a8 A al-Cnoompassinr decain-
e ourdpwiuesy tlat howvers uves the dramatic acticen. This i
c1ds cassed e quetliond &1 Ui iden By o swcli 8 dosooer [y Sieind-
hircg refrming onog diggerl s chatacker Dke Irgrn's caeplucr, who
deiaends L ea-Uy an foilidles Jep desimatic actiuc, or deaes b=
have fier Exther, the Indtan Dmd, im i, ar perhaps the visiomary
el widets s Joeited e Iedioewy Inchia™ Saeelhiter lawck Lo hieawen ¥ Cor
1% che drermer comsolousnoss o ronElcEetls preseace o ths plar,
i b5 coeative prerserin? Tlas kind of ambegoite ahonirt the icdentiby of 2
(LAl MO Al%0 ClEcaclelie=t Our ceapon e to J=rpiman’s Feavmr
Whrer fantosy aoc wo watciingy 's Lo ados’s, who, in Ik Jotaa-
Eicer witin o weell krioeae actress, drsims upe this woman's siestine?
[5 il ECsabels diesmi e afe eapidesl b s sl witlulraws Dolo er
ot papchaed O Is the ey smpang his g drcaem, SO T201T
LS el Aovd scdanc Do a guoliec? Gr s Lhie bioy & peowrLifca.
Hewr aof the dream mackine. sy instr mcat smd o mlng e sebeU-
tutes Jor Tergricarn, an alier eo st deep in the dhirerbor™s chld-
=21, 11 8 Loalm bhal Bespotacl Aas ackoreiedged, again ang
duiLin, 25 F1is SnTee oF meeaTabinn?

L koo oo ersine, placed thie oway hie iy just prer bocthe imaster
natra=ae, porfarms the fupciion of o Beooaranian ilusiordsl. o
pdgiciaan wlhnme hand. aresang, goemess @ v danr, hreamess
wand Whal cogjures d: 4 wosuan's lzce wied transfoanms o
materdal qnbn Tee Imapes. wir cB Ao s Jollzle e masles -
Live al dig jounzent thie soreen Smooanes o oot in the huospital



SEartk N RSO -0 LA A LT N M DR AR 1

<2l S el Thiscdhel o Yool Lioe i Bk ST-snnn oo

I LA Lol oS Y b Es R T | EN Y o R o B A - O] B B A T B b
U IR AT L LR R TR s B IR I S EETE WY PR L FE L LR RS TR
N Lise Tulenn LALLTrY e ameAEILL JIL Een oy g Leniy e g
LT ashoesss b ndnet St it A SEme e, wireee 1
py Feard S s predogan L v v Eppesers 0 L lnries Lin
sl

Udn vorees e g et il e Ele s R ais oo

ahods tE i D e Tl v d RS - e e ag Dl cad g
Sl I 1Ty [T ol ol SRR T Y FRETHN Eob b B TS o) RS S CRPL Y L]
o PRkt L0 b esisizoc2, L hibe couees e Leed

CIGRACT LR TR T TR T i Ry er A e whinesr ot
vt Bl eegnie g Gl erisial alee ester Lol e lesn finrides
girit A0 Beases 1ases paeetE e mieie chareeens e
denshreany wncnen b o Bl a! namesse e dacing
LR | LAY o R R 1 WER ] ETHAR N [t ST § LR TO L PP L TR A
AR AR I TV SR R PENL e L R AT I 1 L P R O

toors dind Fie coreadd At s e e il glaee e s oo



4r MU TR ST HE

spLts dand fveanlua Ly ceeoTees) 38 Alvma ceowd) amt Ellssbel sl
prel]. A threr minnes sapeest Anks tnoa rmnscencdenm] wogld
whiile their learers inovs G g ey Qe Ut poossesses bintl
Wie Jecasstid ciaclly and cruelanal difuslaenes: ol 3 deenine:'s
1slan.

12 Che De dupued Uaal Dehieod féracra S clasdiosd slalus 3 g well-
tefritre Al Flos Hergeman®s wse af the tools ot Bls dsoosal as o
filriiziaber alawt to ecganite ik retune B e ameny after o arer-
aiuanl faad proleasigna caisks. ol e obrmenl wl s Jue awd career
that I:rIE,Hl'n.'ﬂ tho making of Forvnr 1= 1:.11.I?' thr i.—.|17|'l'l.r5r Hrhimd
Fersomes papclaolupicad slaory aod nsroative struchins e Dopualses
tkat taws a cHroct egminecHrm to BEerpmian's Hifomp Fasclnnrlae
witl: Serindbengiar douna but alao weork imyalieitty a3 o Barne of
Cullurs] aeraosss, 0 Uisl Berpona s seed 1o Saplaoe e saouiceal s
*r dimenslon: of the dnema booomes part of the samee a-Hss:c
shidcodte thaL beelped Sllape Ol work o gardier Saelish Blbiocreak
erw Hbe Victor Spoetrom an=l A Sjaben Fn vk Preeenag Inosiach &
Loolekl O gl wepdeniginie s wiigues alace o ke aucoais uf Dho
Irakng 'I"1'=.1'n|'_!.'. it slmply crmbArms what Hepmman aas ollcn sunt-
el o ackisl works in s colbasa] vacwwir 43 bie Taiaased Fosnold 115
s Elms 1o be a Uik o Lhose prodecessoss Lol wliose works Fwe
Fruls a sicang afAnie

[ [

1o Falppaian Piad potadposd Praoe LelAzs Tie Mdere Wby just aoee to
werilinae Uoe s pipl Soe Semifen o) 0 Sangmer Mijshi

2. Thiwse evepts are briefly Clzcassed by Tecgman 13 Farpnm nn
LCergiman. tanslated oy Pzl Avstim liochon deer York: almen 4
Lobuster, 147050, 195 .15

A Lergmam s refswiag here B rief Molanders Lsasgate pondoine
et the Howval Lmamaic Fhcarer i 19034, 500 a5 Fordea e K oo Tz, -
| v REarker, Miginar Herpnkr ATee LA EGRE in e TR a0
hicps daamla ldgs: Tlaisssi by Tesi, 2452, aT.

4. 860 A e as 1904, Thaeas RIS o el p ke 1] |'J|__':.-||:| -biAt
Aerpman's Cemas wid Shaoed molduio e pesiesders of o gowero.
et salsd el Blm ndusre, See “Futtiog emoa Shes. The Fuma-
TE1 AT Monde, ¥ Srratana' Aneew april 19%4: 22-2¢, B oo ofligial
charge W Swedish Himmizkng palloy dic nntaesor nasic 1982wl



e

T,

11,

12

T4,
13.
1.
L.
TH.
LIS

T

EERGH &K' AERSOvS TEROLKSH & MATIVE MINCSTAPE 13

e JToueidation e “lie Swadidd Tibie Deshibods. Kt s, 4l A Lizie
when derymam hzd been m2ldng fbins for Ooast thenby yean.

. Ingrar Hereman, Bllder yenckhem. o, 1859, ransated e

L Buetrh as hHgges = s e i RN g ynmE, AfGnde, TRRMG 1T

ey BEercidens, Ware ila dx oatin gisla Qing' [Fiad-he™, oo

P=14r (19559). Teaalvied a1 “napiods Dergios, 3l Tlomee 2dosl Do
sofudy Etectrve Congpavhioents.” Py Gemines! (Saccer 100
3 L2 % adse the ey YDt goct Bt Bibmchotes, o, 10 20
[i=24de . wranslabed and reprrted tn ot 10 InTeducHea by For
Mrranmalns oF IkpHal kR (ke Yock: Siraecr B Schusee, 1904,
mili—ex’l Zed I Fiias gee ety 2 Mo, © 2 iseptember 125005
L4=12 aned Fbou o Sihmting 3, Mie 1 (0018w 1DER): 13-14.
Titae] T, Ogers g (RlueZhiolbe: C:lons, 1505 1361347

. Crepir Bempouan. " ase Glud dr ciio sl Ole™ 5.
. bl

Yew Ly laoaly, "rvpchic Momde aon Characbeyato Lo Stred-
Forg's "I'Re Fatne,” Ssancuac g WVIHET 1WA Te_d, 1e macst
clear skamuple ol Soimdbaeg p's ideas b peeBid S apmestie-1 el
sol i A Ao e Appeaes ia RIS sl 2§ YThe Barlle al
Fiains” [THATL

YE-irran™ |[Melagel, S odalsiasm (R lnnalappiaper. Sroeczhalme
Mt e, 19K,

CAc LarcBrisl, fdovlerrr foetiT PSloe kYnhizyg Bon: p2ers, 1118 Tiansalen-
el ooy Tlepmids B Ioclasse: = fdenles Thevetee [Liosbe Merssk
Craivecaly Foes, Lhdh:

. Pougran mete boostayzicg of Strloncoers The Pelivia oo 2820 o

Mrrembsr A5, 1%,

Inld.

N 1L ctan, R Snekpin s, xx. Imoinreselow in 1imm, Lt
e, Herpmean i cR2 naee his mbn aned =r2zes ak A Glraseshoy
L Lonpanss saen Lg alap,

Soeust Staadbecp, S 2R, e TS ediead D B Meigal Mhock-
bom: all=ct Cuouiers, 15595,

Sup G Tloglo, D1y andicmendy sdite Snedies §oiem arenstn ilmens
Ml Bteckhebme s, 2937 1600 194,

Anded 1bein, i s Cloam? Panslut=d by Dlwrh Grat Mersele:
Lindsersine od Calibomiz Friss, 150 1], S

A1 S|tbe. 3. YOmiskaknine L MIdsin e Bieenerhlade L ki 1
arler TWELSI: 2054,

o ki CPylea Sl if mat Naellpd Bllen (RS WArk: Lalardel. 1L,
ThE,



WWHEELER WWIMRSTCM DExXGHM
-

2 Persona and the | 960s
Art Cinema

[ wadly necall 10 Ark Ame T st B, after workang
all rizghed nima 5l dn ey urk Sk, bravefizgg B Prinoeloo, Mes
Jogsey, Lo Sliool ao woeduserial e, and e, chal cvsning,
pxlaasted oter fharoesic foman vaitliout sie=ps, Fallizeg Dol g ui-
CORF SCA0 &1 e At et I i aseinn, cerkalm hat | sl
Tae supalale toy stay avwake loe the duratiooy of Derguan’s lakesl Sl
'd soce aealy 0 @l his caclicr OUns — WG SrpHdentes (105505, e
Sereadh ol 0151 Samener widh Rapdkr 019521, Tier Mayinie:
P98, wrel edaeer Trergriean claesios Trean thie Lobe L2501 el 2axly
L3808 — Dot goikdels o Di5 puovIons wo ) Jcpeied nac (o0 e
mesmenAng ~magsTy I Prewem, asquably Bmeman's reosd deaoen
Plisbiad, and cerwenly Lis sl aededives oz, Cespile oy inlerse
Fatlguc, 1 was Immcdlz[ely johed asake Ine the spening mnnsaae
uf dispazate tiagery, e Hie spane meskery of Geogoan's ey
sennramleal colvoclal surle. mwd by Liv Ll.mann's hpprst' s pemng-
i s Thisabier Yoler, s siermsg wehio refasess ke stieak sabely an
AL Al 2 il

Frrmrthing abocic she film was Mo, signzlimg o hreak from
Brecurizan's earlier vurk as g dipsooor, Abowe all, Feosomr was 4 9033-
NS Binlic, wleelyw clncmdlic P, icsponsive Bo S Fen-catrent
Frierids iz imternahoral cizeana, effortlesdy dlmerang the mise 2n
sLerie b cean-Lwe Sasbend, Alaine Besiais, Agnies Yaos, aoed eleer
posi—row W Liouma ks, 10 K Sagionps bad reled o Sdax
vort Sydees®s boor de Fomoe perfomirazios i thie title reae, Femone

FFI



FEALOR, ARh-2 THE -9e05 AR CINMEMA 45

Wilti e o nematic ferritory For Hergman, shomm obross SnLlachr o
Ehue theatricis coinstneinks, that inarke] hils padier dirsctooal =farks.
dvritita 15 4 2hn ol Lot Aooblion, god Siceasdtogoaphuc simasery
readered asoa mezeaz] moditablon on soeovy, 1oss, and Iccalles
[n pliwoe of the sfmoghArsanl sernlxlivm o The Smeete Sl s
exarals, 1 windy dam von Spdonrs ko lavs cliess wdlls e
A nf death as the fats af mumankind hangs 1o thsr Dalznce.
Gevgioas i Perwne offers g oseries uf tasiLabizing mages, @y
N DR N o L E-'_ill:l:Lﬂ.'i‘ JuteLpcinicel, WOnaCoL DoymeLnes Ju a bt wdhicl
i% rarnultarieeasly wondmous aril clesply anister. o the Aane of
Blitalel Visgley 1Ly Ulocai], Wie dclcess wlea talls izito an apqaer
raHy welfimohared woglme of =lenee, Betaman moves s ons of his
et enevralsle cnd Trarmowing Characterischinns. made all thie
e esloldihiity by Lae Jacl Peel wreepr for osie lrief ssgquene

Ihea bt remalns mate f21 the cntire flim. Mewrmtheless, ek 15

ALEIAbLY e ceoler o8 Serainr, abdnbing ke doa’s Docedasdat
hatter wlth sl hermased detackment

Ther, oo imn Fooactty Begpiane Doaclhy Soeal.s I ul e poosce
ninm arch mad-Hon that Afarma] bes satllet smopde e comate o i
Lo velaile vips o Lhie jovape, cot-of-Llocas sbeess, tepedtes soguerices,
Al claboorac opliZal cilcels o sy waoiod wa Uil ve are
wiiching = Alm, a constnat. o 2earld thas Hergmaaa has invertsd
walely Sur ciceizialic otsoauzupliooe Thie Lirst imagge 5o dernan is
Lhiat < o pOoiecHlow abc Ao Belag funod ups I e Jasl ioame, e
are i swischied off, leaving ox in spimtal amd materhin] dadaaess
rasmr’s wWonld esdsls oody Lo vic ducilicn ol wie obn's pesjec-
tham; 11 1y 2 phavtom rme, 2 place in wharh '‘mages cnent imnee
Ugee veowdis, Joo webuclh Zeslones o Le zode snedauce ol esisiecce.
Thir Ale's frmnms s+ ook = Flsabet watrhins 2 monk Lemslnt-
ireg licoaseld o belewisisons in boes boszicte] nocam; e pperiog, smmn-
Fage af A crcIRxlon tnkcicct erakh 200nss ok a wirtry Joocs loon
Bergruar s childbond reancerics; oar Fivss phimipse of TlHsabeos
cdrtwanalod child, staeaar al U ooy ol Uaich, apeciesles as
b repcihics fooeand o Qpaue Iear-paeg 2oileEn sCTeen wildcin ois-
(Mays incillatirg incages GE Tlhisabet and Sure Slmac: ared nerhigs
sl SLikbsey Seade ALats e c-pcpeal el aoteiddoue ceelberog,



+h WS EELER WIS DR

1uy Ll conceplion A5 Dicta ol Llisabets cl3ild - Bave Devuuae tine-
rraatc landomarks, along «th Caaclcs baster ki ne's dying words
ariel mymid Terganan ancd Mumphrer Togart's aimpeort fansw]’, -
Rl DA Conliss Casiedihndices. Feraor i a4 claszio, Lal ibis g ioodeng
rlassig, a etk of sclf-knoodeegs and sobretlextelty tha b Incorpne-
ratey ke wcrk oF nwieraos other gulears of 22 1260y, bat inone
50 oech fs e gnaal Fecoch JUomases, Jeani-Lac Gadaed.

Gruizrd sk an the Inkermabicmal soonme merth his Frek feabare,
Brewthleiy (1?35, 4 prototy;ical eacester beanage shat iz a Few
wcks on # mrouscalc badgel, W Srewrh)ess, Lodard's uosuless
Taod helid marerd Guptooes the fatal fEight nf thie Alm's presige-
nlst, Michel Foiocad Doan-1aul Bolosndo) 32 il weee 3 peteares]
of detual svents, cnmiplers wath |arreng [ume s o maoose the
Llud’s sacrative glong gl o Trengied pace. Less than zloree vears
lacer, hosecarr, Lo Ve ga uie Ay LR fa Llve, 19 Godacd had
wutupletely abaodoned the oye oF & Taaod -Lield carnery I favor o
lengthoy, clabwrata by choeonoapled Irackng shals exscwicd wili A
Tarue Wtchel: GO Carnerad, ohbsersng hls characters wdth clinszl
delachmcnl  sculplical, 4 asben: Cooposilons ol il ad -
e, I vhests Lastire ap f Avee msmnbes withoat o hreals. Godand
refined Lhis lechnigae i subsegquoent filrus, especialle
MAzpulireTining (LIEk), WIESR was, oddly coolry, copukisoed
by Tiecinan s hiurie stodia, Seensk Tllrendastel, ancd shor aahal’
oL LOCHLOEL 1l SLeklao b,

MoandrsFroiZidir cnnciemes srectzl shats that Tast 2 mall ~ehs
Juiflites WIboLL & cdl - Adlaly thee oy iekerviese withe B
19, whiich Gadard subHtlcs =*Damoans wilk 2 Copsume Praeduc,”
Mluce ek wiey other Ahrmaker. stoseare toooe, [oen-Tac Croclamd-
IOCHANEY Penclralusf Cooteld faae o bud Looes o Lae 2aly b
mildche: 1% Imforns ferzmar s stele in Mreesane. Ths 55 cvidens
ol uedy wy U= aoasey Jenglive seguereces tnowhich Fearse Ahna
reroncs et pnsl (9r A scemlazly I passive Elsabnl Soolzs, a3 Lhe
carizerd lingers rneditatively on B baeowenen, ut alse in
Lenomanrs distares=d trackare sho's v 1lae besch a5 Sloaese Alioa
Aanticaliy porscs Edsabet ane 1their fal, TRene 13 also 3 5oz
2 e seguenee i et wee watcl: froms a distones as More Ahina



PERSEYYA AME THE | #4005 ART OMEFA q7

aocHentaldy boeaks o drinking glass nin the para of thelr siemmer
Ieapae (Berioan's delual sunudes relieat o oceal life), tlen nail-
casly Teivecs the hrnken zlass oo the patlo pirenene (00 Seviecal
aiiawcbes su ket Blisaleet will ot b Feet nn -t Them, too, I biEs
lilmys ol tbhwe psid- 1%60%, Croslacd ulleoe beeass 4oler thie nasmative
thmexl b Intrecluce the partras =noa seepe b3 the audlchce 1o Pleoed
o Ny [ L9657, ur e sbios Lhie awdience thie cxres Arectyr aho-
mpaphing the pclinn =g the e des o Cordemg [ 12637 Al
La Chimgive [1907]0 In Porernga, Inman ab ane palr:b allows The
A7 L0 TIeeEet o Lhe prajeclou cate, e baen™ g redt® g
Authimgmess, anathrer Teminger thar wio arc wilnessug e Jibsdc
curistruee kbial Bergrieen can ararepacdate at w30 m Bath form 2ani
cooreint Ard Br the eand ol Mg, BEctitian aond s cineingtogo
phes, S Mvkeist actunls nppssr o3 spluseasnd Cel bos Erule
Blicisg Blisabet's perfurrunince as EBlactra,

Yot Cendards 4= fortalmly not ie onir SRRl Diduence cae
Leels L Femicv, Cor Forvemo Talungs b o deicxls Inowhilch the sane-
ma baeamc madain, & decahe 1 widch 3he omislialnls ol Holy-
womid stple wid the cnhememt artifriahty of the “fosimth seal & af
Llealrica: puescniotia (o il e actors andior dirscbes of 3
Alm 4r play wever arkneaeledze that tbcy ake porlocaing Jow i
dudieiice] were swept away, Godard was omly ane Almmaker af
Hhe Pooser Wave, i Eosenaeol ceogendr ol 4 growp ol vowg iuter
rgHaona Hlmmakers whn tank toe venrld h_'!.I £tnrmt In UL
LiLLoma el Lxe uisl 18 lawe 1960 Jean-Lue Srodard™ imecillers
exprlielexl on thre imwaspocd e pnhlic v 1954, Bl 1 Bz work of
LEirLbeaaling Uae apiilas ol cittedra, Gesdand was wssisted vy his
ror petrlets Frangnss Noulens, Erid lolumc:, Agades Waadli, Adaug
Resizis, Jedan Buoach, ared nonsesas athe= A1 these French aim-
ket Aaccdd & passion 0o Leedog “Jee Clueow Joooe Hee restdo al
the stadla; they hrenaght thelr camerns Ints chw scoeen, wsine amabl-
alde laptid catbier thang stwdio are Loops. rewd Teeldimgs, strsets, amd
IpNCLmTnts rathcy Lham sudle sels, OIlcm, Lo 3ave Lboe. calkeca-
wrirk was clenma with o hand-held Arriflex, ang scolpts were Iopro-
vised akn Llve sel [reag a bare oucdioe oF 8 scenanog At Bost anansiic
IT thelr wranaclaste nse ar juma cuks, asmpd eanshions, -



el WHEELEE Wk STOM CiE0H

Fok~s basad an Alm elamsdcs, and nonsxlstont hoidgets the cverage
et s A Mew WAve ledloee Jdoe, 2ve g8 [a0e g5 1965, way shtl
only 31300, the Imbtzrpatonal filmenakers gf the Slee W
hrrams Imrrrassnyly scalptutal and formmal:st in theit mid- L2
Al Hack dod yelule Loy vees sl g vlabde ooauueninl ueadiwo,
arid =5 cablc toleAsion, Adencassries, satellibe mansmassdon, anil
uthier esdiwicos of distribwtive did oot vet =i, sl ol Tee Obos ol

Ll Bcer Wanre plared Inczlicaliy asound the world, cven 14 o
bl small Ados, as thee anly wine to Teeoag fhele mcdeste prcedoe.-
biceL Lol

als such disnzptnee and InHuerHal Fromch Moo Wiass 0ims s
Alain Beminiaia's Licst Yewr il Munendew' (19610, Adaves Vardfa'’s Cled
fooe Five fa dean (1Y) Frangals Insaabs ek and ime %41,
34 }:lr-:_iur_-':; Rimgthe's Poamy Apsemps fo o 01300 plineer] socle by siide
i1r the Uniibed Stabtes withn sboace oodvenbioal olados lefag Sace $wch
p= the vk Higdsnn oS 12 venaner films nf the o, the efiet
i B wcicecea a8 £ owloode wds waosforoatye, o Uie e leeed
Acacrican Woeeers wees helng teassiorcd whth preedirtable stadin
entertgimment Bhiny  vesteros. ooiocals, advecciooe Blaws, armd e
Like — bt o Lhe odher Gloes woes cadled e cotiee bilskoee of Lhe
rimn'm Imkn qnieshrm wers epaalby avaifable for Andrarhal cemn-
sriapbinna. ullen playing al 4 eliester ool dowro Le Dok oo e
Latest Ml Afamther moes=e Thon, an, mothe 1900, mesvies hecarmes
il tnoidiie Jor many oullege shxlents, 3 nesr p2ivius 2uewvenv=it s
which such cencd adlour: as Alfned Hibchoock, Hamaod Hawkes,
imbhm Tord, Crenicge Cukoor. Tean Benoir, Sergel Tisenstein, Teion
Coflaan, ared nodeftus OLRes whace féela®aited i e Sioeolsic
l:l.'un:|1r|:||1 1% flmmakars af the first rank 2

Atbicangl stodent filiznoaking boeday s mome wlriguitesas Lk
et BEwens Lp L 19602 whad clnema fisl bemn o be daught 25 2
nriversttyr divdplive thmoughont the Tnibed States, s incdezd the
wiorkd, add boveas alas ol the 19605 din Auek dack perslcnt biLra-
makers a5 T2 A, Pronebaker arcl Andy Warhol Ffrst izitrndoced
Fizam svric-smad uip syaehirmanes diglogwsl camene; fo the poe

Uuclivn puocess, poliler feaidre-lema Uoakiog (o tRe Liosy
Hme wthir the nach af Besralay adl faoss whin chinse by embrare



PERESTrn APD TE 19605 ART CIHEA A 43

S disvipline, Clually, Bloanaking in Lhe 1250wy estraemdina -
F cleap Joan-Lie Godand's masl expensivg lilise ol bee 19605,
Catrlmenc, cist caly %1 =al-on, and that film, wms 6o I1'.1'-:_'1'|Hnn.'||_|:.-'
gavisdt Luteeoa vdal vapoodeetioon,. Moare coaormir v, budzets Goar
Wes Warn and EuRRpean Inderondoni RrD AL 40 brlweco
S LGOI aand 300K, wimd even in Thellvesori, one vkl sl
roake 4 Slwdio bed luo2 il Juc ao avecdpe cosl of $300,000. £liuy,
for perhaps che Gask Hme In FRs Bistory of e @waur, Lheatrical
inustive prickures [in thie age Tefure saigld-to-tepse Alins and ether
CrRTCILparar T dislubucdon o Wonds) Bes 4 Wl Seasaccdlic
mirillzm, open b rmcralty anpoms wwhn crmld 12ise as UHIe a5
SO0 Lor g BhSaus Tlack wize wehiite Eeabire Blee. Indeed. ever
35 Indc as 1t Sodacd produscd LOs eredulenaly aaslchs of
mabitleal agt-mmnp =ldts tnkermst wAte scencs nf the Hu:.l'_1i-1;g 5 U L
Al veonk o Lhe mundowg slwdisr #ulited Uhed Phics Uhee Eor 8 Zuee
S1000d00N 1 15imm aad enlzr Amranstratlng that 10 one coaald
wiork quickly zid ell=ctively 4y a Sl direcbss, rosarly wazy projel
wias frasihle.

Wikiin 222 cirveniatio Tarndsczazme of the e, preciseiy what sart
i flles wore 2eing produccd pncoker [Rase CUlbraly Salaclesods
comilitions! Far nne kalng. the A'm =weesanrenn that starel in
Frade papidly spuead Qooaghionl fee wlube, wilke ooy Tduooak-
o151 Brsnn, Indla, T:aky Paland, SSremany, Msxen, ard Japan
cresilirig, Rl oF striklogly vigoreas sriginabity, Tn TBaglaoed, Gl
ke 1Peles Brook's Cand oF o 000 156, Buvan Boubes's TR
[-Sfrcves! Reyer 03300, Rarel Redees Safphe v Fadf 0iad], Tieenb
Loaiys The Sereaetl (1963], aud Jubic Scloesosger's Dariing (U965
roanpeat = new d'macnsion or frpntmess n bhe wereen. Most mnhed
fur its orieiaticn af the kitchen sink® Jdsorg, it which the pro-
[3ponisls ol spch [ILE RS TA LGrsinicdss af PHE Lottt LASAnP RunHer
a2 and A Tasde oF o (194011 1ead b, dasmal lives on
sucLOLI ey Ol aaceleyes] glotuze angd pesaudiaz, Boilish cuxelzia
m the 190 was haralng ts atternbinn awar from the LKeins-
araagbuTalines esczimisim oF the 1840wl 12505 o deal with oo
Lomporaly social 155 jo a ool and uocomcooou s mar:-
nr? In Palime!, 2aman Pelanskl vax makirg o name for labnself



Lo W' ZE.E1 wINETON DX O

with T Aret Frohare, Kl iz e Biehe (19052), 2 hampwing tale o
A podbanlic Wiaregle Lwreed, violeng ool @ el plessoce vallil, Wolk-
or Schlandor(l voukg Tmarzs | 190600 was pirrdog S0 s ber wehir
wonld hecomne vhe Mew Grorman Clnema, Arspiting che earlye
ellguls vl 1k Genoan ficeasled Wainer Verier Tasibioeder aid
Jear-¥Aar- Stranh.

lig Lhae Renmer Caaeclioslovakia, BRlios seels 4y EBwvadd Scliorne's
Cernapd fa Erere L | 10Ga0, Jan Sclaridl's The B ar Sipast g b
Moc=d Qevme L1900, Vera Cavelowvd’s Dadey 0 Shdn, MITns Far
A Leevs af o Sfeekedd 1100630, Aoed Jacl KBCGAC'S 1w S o dait
St D 1wasy. wvhich wian the Asademy Swiand for Best Farelgn FHlm
Joe 1434, demmns rated LAl sveal 3o Soviel-1outiloiiied BEasie
Fiirgr ap *atine nes pencaHnn nf Almmakets s comiing oo
swianT b0 Timeicy, Wiiklows Timesys Ty femed Lo (1205 @ Tmotal
prolizical alepary i velaiclt @ vroup of penarls are subiecled L
lintrite kreabment af tke hznids nf gnverrnment authorides,
DLoumy Janc's bheak wiskug ol Doola) skidlence be dalensihlbooed
pramincmoe 'n Maty Fedenen Felliet's Tandimark filie La 1adoe i
LHADy. o sptaveding epiv cliouicling e oodldpse ol pasl--Yiosd
Weat 11 soctery 25 oot theogigh te cves ol @ E2ssip Solumelst
Lpled with tostmrmme onlianoe T wdameelle dMavhaanm]. was
Lodlared B Delod's Oosl Culer 2o, Ui soucpilwouéoy vericd ] et
ni Bl Rty |10, and o voang Aemarin Hertaluee? creakei his
Blepiac paean ko lost juvs of adoleseeice in Bs'orr Lhe faaaidngm
C1tAd) AL FRe amee T, e Dadld 3zl wag bazsIle celawent-
i Tallan aweorealism wath his s of sacial cnticaism amsl neli-
F=ols allepory, fladisng Mo Eovhic (194821, 2T Lospel Acournl-
7 b e Aderchew (19049, a0:] Assgtvne) %00 1a apan, e
ulaslel direclon Akied Karosgw'y vead Toined e osusch pounpeee
qatrars as rArshl Teshighara, ceeater of rhe Inrernational ark-
Nadge DZl Bngae in Lhe Do O WS Blrashieee Shindy, e
Ichikivez, and suseme Hanl, all ol whon ceeaved Jums Jha sl
new pnsecelents sor depiciieass oF greplile secoalicy arclaar eloleroe
oz Lbue sereen.

Im Maxices, (o globe-nopping Luis Brsdid] disecksd 4 ceoup ol
atcibimg Tow-lawleet features, inchelng T Potcrmibizanng Aol



PURSINYA AL T TR0 &KL L LR El

114021 znd Shean af fhye Degar (1004d), Balh 1ecnchont fxz ming-
tnine of esismmes and sxoal brpeasy winong fhe members of the
Suppaen] arsiohraaly, Calady, wiiich sl never enleced Uag dooec-
matlonal matker with A slznificant rapact Sxee|I for Marman
FoTaren® short Alms for thie Mabnal Fliee Beard of Canacla.
crllened L Chweer?s vl Uypityd SovelBoy 119651 & Lol
sty of termnge allematiom, as well as Wnlf kemig anG Snman
Eruiter's gouordorecking vinecoza verite short feature Loes'e Qe
11020 4 Acipmenlans = & conceil die b aop slar Pakl Anda,
arid Arthur Lipestt's sivage politicsl satire Varp didee, Torp Nice
1159 1) wiich covislons 8 S00Icly Bwail ol Clussuerisod il Ui
thrisat ar endlees npclear pralferatnm. M the Meacrlands, sikalad
van der Beyde ceeated o sbc wille tds gudaciously low-bodeeled
Fonitace StHE o4 Helivand (19ea1, whlel decoonenls ao allai
nedseoen A French Fashlom madsl and o 1arch radng deen. Made
Tug g goece JH0000 LS, Uee Jdu weds codepared Laverler Lo Lle
wnrk nf Limdard and “raffant, andd cdermarstmned omee avain that,
ice Lhie 154100y ol beasl, db eeds possaibile Lo opake Jove-ludgel 330u0
featimes thaz were capahle nf artractimpe an Imkernariomz | andienre.
Ard Tack i Pariy darbiet Sclecesder, velia mpre secently has
tecoowr o puooblibc Jdisecwae &5 dellon merae LR gsachl a5 e 1804
film 13 vperate Meaoues sath Micrhacl Keston). armdhcee] and ached
it L wrouodboeakiog aacdaodoey e iy e fae ..o (19850 Lve-
lrlne sk sl skebchcs oF directars 421aude chabeod, Jean-Lag
Garslard, o Boslmer, ancd nthier riezimitbiers of e ~ipw Prawe 51on
it 1eaoed vowdr Jon s Laoel S1CALIGA, L0 Ubn &3 a1 Cooiuioms
sncess ot Hhie Cannes Pilm Fesdval, ared demamstranind shaet ewen o
relatively woung izl jneperieceend poodeoes Cheliooeder way Ler
Ay could peboan artisHrally ambatewns projoc comploted with o
TR 4 expierise,

Thlz surver :opecsonbs o s pling of whar The Inscenztinnal gt
canemia rif the e bl tooaoffer, wehicl, atioses 21 itther oonsoe.
alivong, alocded Aedlennces 3 suofe Matdoc, Jess puudlsh, and e
Jnce-srzriiod wislonl of bunran ckistence Lkan Folbrocod flms of
thr rm were wAllimg o able to pressude. Heme of thes fume of Imter-
ralicetal serchieulalicn way Joal ol Bevtnan; wadeed. ke 25pL



P WWHEELE= wWIHET0N CENCH

ihreast of comtemprraty diewelnpreernts o the drema, and s
dple as & hoooaker chiangsd aoodnduiply. [udeed. afler 4 pretioo
aud suceessbal pan oF ruare traditlonalie slaces ems b the 10505,
Orranan® Almmmaklng in the 1950R shaver dmen o e I 1907,
Bechwmy directed Wie fealoces Thrngéf: o Closs Svarkde aud The Deso-
yane e, gt thare 4 0 peseroaT fap boricor stmee Aiont Thees
Hinesae (L9813, whicly roiglil e consiclered tlae Last uf Gececnan's
“Lheastleal” fizms, and his 19668 paoduclon ol Mo,

Farther, afor Porvone, Dergman stele as a2 Almmaker chamnsd
LILLeels, dcuae arz Lhe chollecest, sclionsgh sboosplwess, cuoeleenlb-
ranbhary carmposttons af such fims as (T eals Ke (100 1, Wl
Slcederries (195 7), wnd Thy Muziviae (USR], I tleir place, in laler
vwatks such a5 Honre af phe BAalf (5000, Stk (139470, e By
[19:8), Trax Peswm ar Axma (1969), ks end WArsne= (1952, and
e Lintally peelelmbive, stooy ol oedcilal crisis Seasy Jres o der
Agea (19251, Bergraan prescats h1s andirnee woirh an 2nstere and
buitven Landecape b wheel tie wrslagouzls sid sebed efuoe
thr audicnoe, sopped (dth the recopdtar of Onls g W lignos,
Uik fule perioel pises iee Uae gooups; of sinecly of doe elabyrate ooy
hznvmp aod socnecy thal seewsd as the bacsdneg [oe Llng Jaour e
warhier pers=l. Somins fisuz @ Hameae, in fact, wais shaot 10 14mm
Sodon i 3 deal, allogeSeer ceeeesreel siaizuer gud criginally jare-
st a5 & slx-boes mAntsercs o szt kelcvision besorr oo np
cul thoeenn T Tlecwinano b IBS rnivwtes “or thentrical releiss, Thes
<mbe nip onbgs Place I A A azaans, cilces, aod obier quwesidaan
licaticns; the ghting is Girect and atlllsman, the oomera work o'l
Bl Paelzille, Jon Meesond aad ads Javes veowss, Belowe e poocaed
iritx chnldhand merrenrelss 1 ke lask Foatiee Flra s djreckor o
dale, die eleganuy Sreipioiwosl vel ceriuusle 2mnipity Pamep oo
Abriarder (1031, BCIpman wns caraged in sLippiagy dowo Dle
filrs af all roarnssenthal elements, ooz renmabimge nn his 2rebere
AP0we all. aaad eiepALoly cowsiCecalioos ol wuvezibiveal ApecLalser
il satlsficham bnop mesrly norextstens iavcl of SIUPOLLILLG Y JUs
cverall soeleanie of artishic values. ®amivaa remieme the st rom-
Peiltagr o Nis ke porks pretisely Pevunde 1L mnbicaoes gol ooy
tlee cinen-agtlc reiznmalism aof Strobh. Fassbrmdor, and Warhnl, =er



MEEs Mg AU T HE 11825 pAT JIREHA L:

alza ecawse, shooting o Locatlan 10 s 25en SUMCE ks 20
the Asland nf Tar, Oerpman =5 working, ina aos that is T-x aw
duritivile - 3 seL fe bas Deend essensidlly crealinyg Ly 050§ Yeurs
and thwe sUe of his ey eclatlonship wicly one of 203002 1315, Liv
L:ATmann. who hvedl with Remamam for maey weacs and 1w this
aoaLlier o) Fas eliild. Sersarkd 15 8 Olad &G damaesiioily Fovee dwsy, ol
Passlca Laroed 50 passcasier xatlon, aod of 1he Lck of comoimnl-
crhim o me van eapsmency nct imly with annother persnn bt alsn
wills tiie*s Lier el

Indeed, as :I-Icr,_a;m.'m romlls, e famris '={1I1r-1'7|n;' mage in P
amza, in whrich Murse Simas Face melss into Blisals=t Vieier's, biotl
ACLiEEERs, Wie LD W olsieE. Laled L0 Lol Hactagelees 21y Ll
artticialnr congrarnt imagre, fomeentratiee insteacl omothe lmape
of ther "ither

Vo 5ot the jprajectar] manning, and e sald: b bank. what a
herdlde pbcture of Db Aend Guly sl 2w, ofs ooe 2, Jts vaw”
oo« Lebmponrs Juas o brebes aond worss skle, gud Abie pioluse i @ vors-
Dirwativer 9F Buld =aed 2avhs [egd gelmsslive siduee, Al Jiesk Loee e sie
gigeed Uz ddvdi'L ey povemeiiee ocie v JRawes,

Ly e same olerdes, Borpoan akso nates that o the studigs 1m
Stxkhulin, whers he Arst bagan b sTuss Peranze, all uf T:is eflarts
£ L J]n'll.lgt'll

Toe filucuig [0 Skcklbadnd Jdeapeed iz, aud Owe meaudly veece joiz-
erdlde. Bk webies vee wem® ou? 2o Tano Elaops veecl fine o | wer
woene gbde Lz Jin ap 2ee soieien Doy ooon: O loss a5 0t Jea Laeer
i Skthlpena, Tl [oospulal sel oweas cnoopeed o Mg 21 e
vaL.  Tloe <lotauncizs =ae o el Bligalys) Yarles drinsg Iagpn
Mum Alwa®s ity wead] taeeo o Bob. & iv e wchale cilaes
Bt et Lir amd Sl M ore'd skarin Sockenndm bad Ben nn
et Laltie.s

fm oshard, nnly Ty sindmaciog e durestic sploere of Lis vwn
Brat:atauon itk Civ Llotacol w88 Becgodn A0 1o CapLare -
splrimint essonee ~f thr canfict hrbseen b e wrmem I ere
wonare, o coccFlick Detyvesten e wlio alicelates biec onderouost



=1 WHEELEF Wb ZTON CAZOM

thcehits and o “cnnpeaion” whiooe lecioo landscapse s, b ber
owen desimy, a carelullr guaccke, socrot. sach has Boen, made of
Hie rveptial meldimg of these b oecsocizlities inta ooe Gueeply
rinflictd, arkifiuial whole  a wiion &8 Uee ound st soul Boaoptl
aloul by sevsculal colsis, Indogd, & anmber of cotHes hae spooalat-
el chat bech FBlisabet Yisgler and Surse Alriea reqicesent tess sices; of
thie wece Dseicya. vel Becfioan DAs Deen exlamasy speellh o dis-
N leng khls [fnu_'lml._." af thre Alm. 10 the mmths before he hrsin
cewiting Pz, Tiernrir bad T serioesly Sl with o oo ssine
carjes Of inlecLoons ihal l:"l-'l!I.'I.I'-.I.!]l}' Ionged bt e sacabemmet
Hoaprtzl I Stecxhelm. Up wmitl] that peant, be 2ud beeo wockdog
D feee-pecl ol poovisionally called 2 Cismdials, but his -
ness forced hiem to abandem ar, Trskeicd, Sienman came: ap w13
Fhe: lelest nf Peroema g 3 siospale comeept wizd pibclzed” s e
praject Lo Svensk FLnindssud willl Lls =o0v slmale nnrrstee
checmar ' IEs ahract one persem wo falks and e whio doeso't,
ared Usev -, . meL Al udeerled up inoooe 2nolher ™

U'm the hasls af s sl mallee, oo after soroslser semimes bioct

ul Jluess angd jooe Dospiatizauio, Pee2ode Derain .IUL‘ﬂJL‘u; ool Ly
14 at the Srmst FUmincdost shadies In Shi«khnlm.

he Arst cavs were nzghtmanish, A0 [ feit ras: *] car't zazwpe
tEA! And pme day abter anochier weas 2y aied all el o we 2l
paly Ll esndbs. beowedy gvebul aeulls Arsd Bile vess oy miod Liv
was recwouy, Joid | oy perbeeed

Crigirally, iz haoage Lo Uee GFis plasbic siatoce. Beposand Jad
wanlzd vo iilc Lhe Sl mapty Kigengtenaste (In raTrence e the
nurasrin flmile images i Porsoan™s openiog ecackaee, wloich
dyzbacles aceres Leam Peraoan's 19617 denouee Alon Dhe Ll Waas-
oz — the swletnn poppimg osak o & sbeamier tnmk s paart uf a Ted

ool Famce - Lol lds peoduocers wene adaaboly oppdded o Lhe
Ldea Joo <opmicrclnl rossons, The fAlm oeas thos comcelred asoa

waork wlth persoual, cineaatic, aed religiooe (e crociEixicn

e coeedenis, 2l Jookg Wavaod Berfnzan's past catbver Ll
s fugeire. B eeith the crifcal rnse bo S8, I-'.-."rgm:-n was abklr in

credte o sparmse, ninirnalse s oF spatiad icbepcibe derived [reen



FERECNE AT 12 A iR B o

:|E|.-:.'-_'-I.i|:|._:__- sii onl Labrmoitesy JOEnlnecl TioRol Les et cned b oail
o s T e Al v L], T b bl e e L i
Pl e cbval ey s oarkdss e o ceclauciy e Lacad Boin?,
Ll S TS n, iopsl 108 35 v st st Fliselaot
(P ER A BN S o T F Y i e Al LS rism =enl g nr wpnee. i
P tmciesnie ghoomed ol Gl Tilszioer wied Abea, thein mempena:
(LI RTET LN R T R Y- TR T L LI M Tk I WRE R | | it i B L MLl e R

Vomier's foonedial mcorn ezt paty ST A eadinn soel2eining el

Aan oF cnrieecztnn a krlesreneed af e e, Seerperivee, g
oeaetul e i,

pai s Boisd e cend A Lase celshena s po s lied e e el
mal sk, Rluabed iy e iiste guress e o Lias 0t ozl
LUz, wi F-_.:llﬁ!{ I an .'I'l?i-'l.j.""_ a% L -'.'-':.'i'|'|'.-'.|'.'!-| R R R S
Thin T oo bme Ahe aedeemivis csiegives Lo vasenvial
Y LA o Rk Ly ..'l'.:.-l.i'.'h:l."ia':i.j.'-_ Wooouen uIT o 1 pal B P T i il { G
RS TR U R TR dancd anei ol ran o mer marenathon 1
e e Ty A0 sl AL e ponasitn sl v et
IO pLE N N DGl ST B amnien A darne 5o By Hhe e



L2 WAl FTL TSRS A AR

pelces o Lhelr onnluadhy bz lseplog cxislences, pel as Long as
thenr reminm Mn the worldY (o *inctee studig®) ghese comflicks, vl
e repeessed. Lol q0 the saoe of dureestic Datinacy will tlaese
IO E-Euppoessod eoetians ciupl Wit wiespecled JEoocily puecise-
Iy hrryuse oo the safehr pffered pe the iidlic lacagion of the sim-
juer Dwowse, Chly withe a0 atbeer distractioos ceenovend Stelesiioo
nowECi =S, 'ill[l'_"..]l.'l endlo rmacledsaming, and all thi e Lhal pinsscs Lor
cirteapeonme (qualar cultaae] can the s=1F really comme b the ar-
Tace, and e veonld whicl: iz joteciorizsed o Jdaidy soedBl eaisleloe
isame rmnk-onal renter smge. Imoope anseerely beagnfal, wet
amplicitly vacaet lovation wfucded by Tard, Gecgioas Gwnd 2
srrtrct lncatinn ror the 2rarma beleages Flizzbet angd 2lara: o wold
waitiing to Tz Blad weith tle mw expesience uf henan @imtior.
Ihe esnablicndal jotedsl ol Mzt Ui Soeates ool Sudy foooe Ui
perfrrmances, hot alse feam Bergmen's sensi: — perhaps anhentd
Lieude Uae swovess OF Uae French 25eee Yoawe - esl wlaen ooy woers
s baclir 4 the sheclin, thers svag really aniv ors plage b mnes
LLee prdaduclioee oot L dsulabiiu: of ao oo ibied spmaes, 8 vacy
Hem fromn ardinacy soclzl soenmercs wehich oply seives 1o Rlzh-
LizziL tlae interioz cmses of Tlisabiet ol S

[hus, T s wde ol ssdtondl bacaticad, e Jus decisive aod crosial
m'joerhan af the studla a~nesphere, and i s cobrpee qr 1k oLn-
covdlic Sell-rettenivily Lhal Persoen s Lrandparentle revess in,
HrrEman 15 o T aear foonl [ls onen |_:l['l.'l.|-l:S$.il:lI.'IE.! prnes Loviecsrd
the tature of vinesma, as charted Ty Gradiemd, TrocFaut, Oshima,
Broudducs], astd Lbe OLlae Youn@er Coigasies wie bave desaoriled, 4l
if wlenm began thewr careers 130 e late 1950 lonp 251 Hesg-
nAc'S appreoliceilip al Svensk viiowindasteio Tereinan. then,
Felmmge mogre b0 Lhe geacrallon of kord 2ns Wolles Lan Godasd,
Masoliod, 1nd Besngis. hat with Peeoune, s has manage? o nme
| sl Appealicgg astove A Lbee cltemalic wadsape iz an
wnnrey ncw nsal skyle, 2o mnre snphistdcated and mimimzlst
Sl &l duvon, and & dededemids dnsensiny ol powrpaase gl vne asao-
Aares oA SUCH SRR poLA Y ADIeCL00E A5 W I0) MeerdEss. i d
Tlayises, ar Atn Toan, Thaoagk the azlAdmas owe ar Fhls nes:,
Jess Lhealidad DeCsudgue, Bavffoeaad's cioeer oosllicraed b ioasser in



MEASUE mbC THE S80S ART C r4EMA 5r

Lhe 39708 and 125 while mary nthes Aimmakos of hes geneni-
Fom eeased tin have aocbree careers, Thos. simwltaneowsle, as
Gerproan fdolseld acled, Periodni was 8 somlng wp o1 s CeLcer,
tlc SuEnunatineg ceenk af hys emp eare affalr wAtn the dnerma.

fnee ar Lhe Wi o 290GR1, Slwore © e8GR, aond Umes wmad Hohrsiem
(1972 were all subslanllal Inkrnationa: sussesses bor Hregrnam,
hut his deAsnee shif tn cnlar cnematogmaphy m the carly 19200,
dl=n Trpug hib ool 3us caee Jlucsl gudlilies as 2 dirgclon Crvs wehi
Hnspers 15 LMD bl suopivously photegezphics and berame
slergmarry mest selxtantial bug-Aiee iz Lhoougls Qe wedikely
disiilauee al posbiacefdircelog Bofn Celecd i, wha put up
STCALKINT of rhe baadger whew ne ather Aredocan 3:stribotors
wioatiel uspdecerite the prasjiecl. Chie Eloe was celedsed Cboaopt Con-
hanl’s Mew Wocld Floiices, essenlally an exploitasion produc-
annfcistriEuHan company. and was peclaps the first Gergiran
L o D aEEiessively markelod sn The drivedn cigul Wi the
SITRTSe AT scress o O PR, Sergrissnn way alse
A enler e LasL poctioul Ol RS CALRL which wias Lnteccaphed I
Jamuane 11 whon ac weas amreskes] shumny a reheiarsdd nf Stmrd-
brere's The Doves o Dot at Sdockbuadoss Loesl izuiat e Theatel (oL
alleped Lacame Lax evaslon Hovgrmia:a wias aarbns and altheagh
the rhimges woore Later thmmses mist, Tierariao fele deeply boaecitialed
bre ile entice evenl wad waz hoepllabigod Led n bricd pedidod Do
dcatcsslon, Whcrt he recooeered, Mereman shast doam bis samaner
Lornefstudio o Fdnd and grawitated bezweess Hollvewood aid
Mudch., Geninns Llar che neat sescral yweats af bes e Ineatably,
Eis artistry sfferedd.

Learpoian Jyad 2leeady Aad onc duBAppr Spellenad =g Hoily-
wrl waddng on TR Tinelz (197 1 aach Bl Graald; i asn inder
viewr U1 kb early 19E0S, Becesuan cbacted whan aush ol wbe Oltm
wis aclig e girecked e po vonmp dhalage rnack sebnomsistsed this
el seemae bie retakeir auaic ared agand woocontong o Hellvwal s
precise slandards O Aorerlak |'.'T'.|_{|:|$|'I pronunclzFom. Aj i~
wairchied his B bidng elestrooerr himeogy eccpssive retakes thad
vitiwbed tlie enecge of i acloc paalouenices. Badaan vosied
never toonase a rilm 1 Fnghsh aginn, althimzgh, as be nnted,



=1 WHEELER Y/HETON DA

“wlien [ocane e Ceenimia . T ohad b anake a prictare, The Seraealy
Epr (3977 - wilkh Wi ouiglnal piclase in Ceonal oM [Begians
rmyphzsls] TnplsteY o 1E7A, Bergmoan direrted A wchoiim Soeiata, o
Grilisbi™Moreeegian Al shiot 2lrnest ectirele i thie skiadin, skaming

Loyl Bermuoniud, Whieh fepresenied g decigive feludn Lo Lie uwsoe
artificaal and coartrlled techinuges Tememan bal esnplmped 170 205
Lalnas oL chue 195005 a0 W86,

Jist ke alfree JHbchieacs 0 his £ nak fIhTs, esmociily SRy
(19020 and Fenaly Mo (122000, Bergenan ozels Soth samstuame aned
relief Erom 1 exlmoces oL e Loal veould Jo U it e o
the swdicr sownel stage. As Tersizine adnntrescl, Yoo Lo, 17 o
Prhaips Dies SoCel At dorkt e, 0U'S Al ad e sladies . L L] Uik,
in Awhmm Seoczle, T s st ben semes metslde |, L 0 Thls 50
Lheetic pecfectionisen is perhass anderstiosalatrie fromm o imerely
pralonl prodes ol wiswe sl o lside, oo ddes Lol feave L
wnmy gbrut men, clrnads, extoanemzs rdses, or othar meanlfesta-
Fions of ehc seal world Woukdnng s Lhee soodio 35, i oy
ivterices, Fastes amsl clovipeer. ut of A% also Inherenthr anreal.
Ailboigty beaslidul vilecls ol sielized Jighioone and vuloes ame oo
tainly prissthle nsing Imtedar =cts ang athificia’ Irhtlmr — &
Avlaay Smaac is certainly = Blis compmisad of gonoscos sl
= AN remplns ACINCnSE foods L0 oSt Ol aclodl escisbenics,
recreatizig Tether than 2 ey gxnipnencing the vimal warlad we
A ionha il

Tn (el 1970, Berpeman at lom g apsn eturned bo Ssaedco aod oot
Traled bus SCH1: biecbliday at tus suznrieer Iiane oo the wland of
Biarh, H2 alio fook vpolds wouk smain wilk e Slochbobn Feaval
TIraiiatic Theter lo an ateanpt W sevive s medidnnal oecle of
03 RS SRt USIny: dueTlad® A oLhy eswcls wicngr, Uzen shiseBig a £z
in the sprlng andiar semmer. s rekrn B0 ST em Coime oy
411z Al exlereded Canp=ige oy pusernneet officials, mersl=ry; of
the Seensk HIFSndestrl hieonochy, and ol oced Swedl:h losel-
leciwely. Tl retarn of Mecgiouz ta hs machee lzmd wis sor 25 a0
eateubal pniocily Yy Lhe Swedish govecorieent, foroalthaagh a
numher &f other Al Alrcceors Dave smice?sd ool Seedent o Lhe
siast thirty or forty years Tmete>or Vetor Sikmim, e WAderberz,



PEELTMA MDD T-E 19425 43T TIKEMA Ly

1nirn Teewmeer, Tan Toaell, 1asw 1allstrem, 1ar. von Tder, and kile
Avgust], oooe o Lheesse 0% nes (witly Lhe poessibile eoceprico of voa
ltler, whnse Alms Zonirema [HRIT] and Sreaking e Hidees 1516
Teave attracted @ gk degres of inbermatlanal 2trerHan, nnr te sy
sy Las acbiveved Ll weiu bdvenle laioe ol Dgaoac Teeoeanao.
Indesd, Pergman's arrest For thar charges I b0 nald- 1940, Coleplid
with the effects af @ wadespiread stike 13y G fechaichims during
LN sane peced, slfnaded Wie bepleind=ys & the ed O e gdlden
Az o Swrdlsh Anema. Fram anoaverage of forbr frabarss pes Foal
duciie Lk L8340y, predocliose ol seew Olzus oo w2ee 18805 reariained
diztressingly s, foom berweeck Bffeon 0 UWCRey nswr prajec s
wrznoally, Tasse Tlallstrand’s Ay Lz av o vy (1985 4 feader com-
nT-0l-age S0y, was 4 Mockest InecaaUooat af-boose bil, Dot e
cTd I which Swedlsh cioema conald compete vath U nlcmsUon-
al ¢inezoas uf toamee, Eoglaod. GGermany. and athes Porapean
nzllons was ey oscr.

lon LBAE. Oerdinan neleased Fonme aizl Adovennder, o eleyease amid
LesapcCacdly” ramantc fem el o seedan Io Wae esfly THODS, 5
film btk aibveoasly aarnbringripibesal amd moare reflcctnne than his
oo’ warks, Letisid of Leerfoc’y chafacierdlizsly Dleak ook-
v, Py and b 55 0 many seavs the ddzal Yeoodlo” o,
r=lling thie peocsely conetrolled inages of YWax Qphols, Federicn
Fellinl, < Luchine Yisocall gecowse Lhe CLo wns olou sesisaloed
il certalnly less challenming than ks poeAons sweark, I rrnoeml-
witly Bescagie peclhaps Ceogioan®s ieeesl ial=rnabvoa success.
wiring tar Acadesny Aveard far Ros el Flit a5 welt as
vhwars fir Cineniatograply, At Direchion, and Coshone Neslen, 3
SiR0E 3ifal VAL Beugind o™ dkowe baled amd agvessible siple iy
Measing o maxs audienres. Fengp amd Adxeiulir was anaganord
as Tergnienz’s [l ioe, It Joee cade e moee televigion areject.
After i pefedran (19940, whilch was ryenlually pleen & wcallical
r#lease. and then cessed to direct films altngether. [n 1682
Beegraan s souipl Lor wbe Jdo The g5 Inrekidiveds w005 Tsoughl o lbe
wroon b dlrertor Bilke Aumoest, onmoaily a5 o she-padk, sis-hour
mintiseries For Sweadish television. Centerning o the tempestucaos
dves ol BRCFmIneE paienls, W aucoblorcd xucal prafecl s0mzcsts



L TH WHEEL SR WSS T by Lok

strogerly that in his fimal vears, Avnonin o #Hempting tor come T
kerziy with Ehie forces and peouorcities #at lave sbiapesd Tsis e
B ALl Beeot dn 131G, HOQTmIan 1S oW Ui Lhan S0 pears old,
and 1t seemas that his career his anzlly comae Aol Arcle, ehiming
b the events of Isis voutle and Swedish socieky at the tuna of G
COLMLT ) B passicn and pessicinn fazt infermed the crentlan of
hi vardiee Alms his oesoleed itielf e an ermlrace of inemone. 3
cooUng L0 wemld wells Uie pasl oy whiclh Berdias coaledeplaes
reth gaen o depece of serenldy) his cvm markality,

Vet iz s widuabriedly Teor ki 2aclier vack as o director Ll
Boymiaal Wil e (oo mbkoce:, deid many Iecl EAe Parsand Fomns,
Im many ety the ey work nf hils long and iMastons rareer.
Bevmiuans Bey s0laoBlons Laee gone o 10 g cAreers o Leir
o, dveen Mrkelst has become ane of Lhe warld's top direcocs of
photoerazthyr; 11y Tmann long 2o 1eft the island of Baa for
Uileuanticelal SLELdOuit s 4 vRLics oL PeO|eCld. Do sonae Jdse: vels,
Mergman® early fibms. nurtzeadarly The Sremtfo Sond ancd Weld fimare-
e, Seaaaid s Jobos teolks, Aot i Leh stodclees A0k ce-
niHnn, vt helanging, o my mind, maore preperly o the rea’me nf
Llve Lheealer Udach tbwe Clderid. WL Serscdie, Berpeizuc snade Lz
final lcay o Joln the Foungsr moembers of e inoes: Honal ¢hne-
matic fraternrt by embrachog the atde am knetlo puossibialities
loherenl within b realot ol allmw, Were L et Loc Lis AE0,
Frrprman (ke Sendaned] wormald prcdiahly npw be comforahly eorke-
2L S0 videw, creatirg 3 e series s desqaly peosonel cnd certaiely
sl -iewclicory 3ims. delwiag decper Jaco the cecesscs of hils gast
There 15, neverthicless, e ot that Persone is one of Tlesgman 'y
Loc:l 40 oiesl scxdrpplichicd Jdons, 415 perlaps e By Olo ol
Femgmram's Tater waork as an o artlsts Tt ois alsen nme af the fimest arb
sl eludive Nhas ever pecke, oo alesorbed e ecliocoat
axmere'se af the Mres ‘Whase Almmakers and mads 1t hes asTan his
Lo Suims. b iy perhaps woderstandalile tliat Toe cetanmd b thie
thcalriont classiclam thani provides the susaclwee far hls carllcr
winrks. Frespog imimalns a one aof 3 kFnd Blm for Botpemean, Malaal-
st ardf wet #pheneen, dhirecter e ven and pet desady invilvel
K 20 owslcddes o Fhe vincalogtinply, WLl Lar Ulonanag's s



FEASRIR, AR THE (9505 ~HT LB =

Ar frirer prefanmanes 25 the ctomnzlor sUewd, pepatundy soeesli-
lanl Tisabel Yogler as P cenmemilace (aml mecheps o metapanr b
HerEmaly: ol Lbense soralot ab S leluen aeodilioo iz 3l eis
fllm=], Presnmg 13 ab onee a deepir prusonng and vel supucncty
arressilile Sz, ane allegory of szl and stleron. Hett and «dacs-
NCES, PICATLITE nlvd 141,

Failikh

1.

=,
L | = [HIRR L L
=L

]

Soo Vreneeler Winstan Axom, #lie FIee af bl Cadasl dalhaay:
State Lln'.l."-:-:'::lt'_l.' b Brew Yark Aress, 100, lar anoaseree ok
Larde=nd s b n veark.

N b A, Secpve S akdue Shoelie Yesla, LIT0: G qeorce

et e oy e Sy Bees Yeger e of Lhe Take 1950 go0l,
varcy 1960,

. See Jumes Momace, The Sow Whiver Trafrent, fiadnsd, Chohral,

rbenzr, Bivathe [N Forz O1xined LInheerslle 7 ess, TR, fie pogs
InEacmatan om thess soer dame Himanasks <.

. Sz amdoow Sarrls, T ARsithde Caitiuds CIRATAR wedd LA hinees

PRIV o rorle DS Comd I'ress, 1A 1P Innd ot 1o
that began FEc wonrk ar ocesabi2: g e vy @ 0lrsie i
ard oarapea chelgrs.

T Eeggn A, Mes Cismen I Frileda CLeaplecp Sioelea WaLa,

Tl amd Gl Badpplid Sdivd Seilied Chgeans (Lo Brlvsdy
Cilae Juduitute Feblisbing, 18%20, Zuc e w: ioe Abios cof Hos .

. Peter Convie, wel Semmediaomal Flar Saade 1247 JLoncan: Santlyvy

Froess. [AG00, 1200 121, Se= also Ukar Allan. A Ciinae i Bkl s
ke [lanucio: Whitkes Hoaks A0 assoe2eHom wth F5s I HsE Flon-
Imedndte, 1AL TaEd Erealnnesan, (e M o Hodd Shipmad SMNees
oo Shels and ar, 1974 reaalrey Mo =Sl by ¢ | Thyes Stefeed
Mgt oF Heawd ComedeHu (018 Dend; dFslon:] Liiversily rnees 105G
Yilligm: Lalis adi, Fons Cinemp Simre 23245 [Feew Tock: s
1557 Ior pewce o eese Elis did Qoabers:

AL Lok, Tursten Maios. a12d Junas Saonz, e ae oz

Frrgimen, Arcslated by Prd Brtte: Aostin SMew York: Sares &
Cobicster, 1730 2 200,
., 190,

Le. Wil [nres, 3aidng i fagaien bl (180 Ing: Sounheen
krtrdlsr Linlsocsine [5ees, 13, G
_Il-.lll."'\.-q'\. EFI 3]|



SUSAR EANTAG

3 Bergman’'s Persona

CHLC Dapulse 15 L0 Wake Bermman s joasteiplece b traciled.
Since 1960 at srast, with the hreakrhrok snto new narmather
Losry pruymagates witen sk netomiety Sf nod gmechest cishincticon)
bar Lagit Fowe o i deivan, Lot mafic s Janne opallitued 10 De cdu-
vdaled Lo thie elliptical and oaropdex. s Aesnaiy’ imaghetnm woas
sbsrquenttir 1 sugnss 150 11 Mene), @ sUCCession of ©14r o
diliewll wiwl accminplislesd Alins lidgve arned op 10 mecent e
Pt 20k g0 Jouledae aeleases aobody veluo cares sl Jios Ledul
acclatirnay weark as vraglmal am? trinmphant as Bprsqusa. 1115
defroeszinie Ll this o had received smaly o Jraction of the atbern-
Hom [ descnees slece 2| opeted i 20w York, Landioe, o Cacs.

Tix I»= sase, sorme nf the palbdress of the cormies’ resictlan mav be
Mo a scipecande Lo Lhe fipildlune Waal Feoauesn cdacries ez to Le
film dtsedf. That sipature has cnme 15 mean a |'-1'-:,:-d.'|I_rl_..'ulI Fheloss]e
Predueiye caceer; 4 catbier Tacle, oo neesiy Leautifal, by 1w
vb sremeay almsst awepslze wody ol seoth, @ Levisidy Lnweoliv,
el vet melodronakiss talonst, 2ommaned wath what apprared
w0e g Coilall ComplACEney. AR pooue L0 egtbdlrassing Jisplava
af zntelTevhanl bed faste. From the Feliimd af the sortk, cxpcting
alnece: woeld Landly be Dl les ol xpectiag, =ver, d touly
wreat hlm, Bk Mo hg ppls ores ane b pal FSAC sulh disode-
Sitve prasarispicons dl nant ies et

“Sewnne sy Prvvwan® Treess ITVEIS A okl oL By Soean Seasdap e
REALD & GGeb by Susan boncag. Bepraisd By peaiAsion of TLoon, Slicud £

Mineze, Ire

L1



HI LLiHAR 11 RGNS =1

The 1es: of the ooglect of Fazarg maar e sot dowen o cmintianal
::r.||:||'.'|1'n11':1n|:-51. the film, (Ike much of Gerpman's recent work,
Tesars it aloeest desfdiaeg clearee O pecsanal Avay, This s padcd-
Jaly 5=ue ol Vi Slenre — utosl acoacnplished, by fag, 2F slw fiims
Rorernan bhas made hefor: this one Ak Pemomea droeacs Bhieralbe on
Hie iesges doed scliecndlic vaal ostablisbod e The 5 ewdr. ClTLe
priacipal chacacLels L worll BUms arc b women brgand fogether
N A pasvonats iadxes relatlenshiz, une of wbion: Tess a pitially
ieelecia] suall Soae, Benby Ui 'Ese Jp Uae Lemas ol wie sChLLd Al
a rhe crads: the nnlamtes of vinlenos an? powerlessmesy, s
anud e, oegugee gnd gileoce. Uie jotediozibde Sood Uie -
LeUlgibde. B Becomnai's new [1m o weergtes af least a5 moch
bovrnno TRy Likmae ax chat flm s a0 advarice, i it emcvand
Tarve andd scrlete, uver all his preshows woch.

Thay achlswmersent Ewes, 10T the presgat pinrcat. 1he maasare
of & wucs which is vaizeodabiy “OWNoulLl. ™ Serderde Ly B Lo
trmihlc, :;l['||:|li.'_-'|;. and fustrate most Almpners = a7 least 45 moch as
LLimemdend il inn dke dave, Chr 5o fude veoald suppose, Bul, Beapoeg
impreclurbabidihe apoo ladlffereros, chtgal reackimn bo S as
shaxt away Froom assiciaticg anvtaing ver Isiag weitls e Elo..
Thie crilics bawve allowiad, oailddy, Wil R4 ALest BCEZMAN s Lns-
-l ghsenre, anmac add that fHs Bme he's ovendome thes miscd
of unimsnizitking Tleaaess 15'y Uiliveates. Uosl witk Loy Olio Jie 13RS
warulused car ol bls deptly, exchaoging are fior 2rHncss, Bt the d-F
firnlbies anel rewarcls aof P are wach nore Joronidalble Alzan
) baciad ubjectic=s vedubd SUmTES].

117 crnirse, Swdensr of these diffumaltics 1= gavallable anywary
- wvern i e dhisemios of anore Esboen! coolioveesy, b clée 520
Lee clisCrepalzcics sl L3l L'll-ill'l mlscpreacniations In rh
arriints giren he orles of what actoaile Tappenss doriag Lhe
Il Like Mariendosd. Pévaome SCeons debattly oot s goneral
'™ has anckhing nf rhee boltan. abstact sencabeeness of the
Chigleay in Kesoais” [y Wie space afd Lo anSNeTs ol Perssid I
Aurl-mooanlle, ool mupdans, ¢lnical (i one serse, Herrally w0,
and hrrgemtemesdest. Gitt oo e nf 3 noestecy is Tudeed o Uzis
sebLize. Audidass ad didlofue e Zi9sn whlch fhe A s Fercimdd



o4 SLICAN SOH TG

b Rd pracclaige, fieinge onalibe b deZplier whietbies oectain scenes
ake place o L posl poeseszt, oo [oled; ocld webcRee eerlein
Images pnd |:_'1'l_..'_5n|;|"-:-.5 Bolnng to rozlibr ar fantase

Chne ceanrnene approcic o w filine preentizeg dulcoltics aof s
(07 Lagacliaf sont 15 L Loeal sucl d3e. bacibogs #5 jueleviol and wilc
that the film s actially all of ane mecz. This wazally mcans wtuat-
e Uie aodical ol Sbee Lol Il 4 onerely' (og ‘wloddle ) aleilal cuiverse.
2t chils approsch omly covres over Lhe difiosder, ' secms B mac,
Within the senwctiare of what 15 shoewn, the slements oomtinue
Diizgd vl bead Loy 520y oLl o L wass WAl origanaly semeslad Lo
tap 1mewet that some cvenes weor triilsHe sthile others seere
wistoutiry (odeetlrer fooldsy, deebio, balluciialioo, ur eclsa-eolddy
*lsltatlon]), C2usal connoctlans abserecd Inoanc nartjon of the
Alm ane sHI helmg b)) i amedher part; the f£lm sl g s
eral eyually pecsuasive Dol joutiaaly exddosive eaplasalioog ol e
AT reent. These disogmdznt Interaal redcatloms ombe z2et trans-
pised. Jotact, bal ol cecocived, adaen Uze selotsde e iy relocdled
Im the rmind. 1 shanld acaee that it 1= o mere R21pRal o desonbe
e ws 4w lodly sutgeclve Glio - aa actioon Lakaog, place wiliz
A smEe chatartsTs Fond - e b wms facss casr bo 500 Tat nomw]
im elncldadng Moedazhod, 5 Rlrn whose disregard for consesiticnal
Cluoralemy il & Clegly dedimedled Doande Belwesnd larlasy s
reifiry ren g scaroelyr have romsHmited mnre nf o presasmdon thas
PeTaiA.

Jut nelzher is AF any senancder i appmach this Aim e sawen of ar
Oljeclive aedielive, Jpndcing e L2l Lhal Pevsome L slewd wills
cfume that ranec] rarh rther FBeen the mest skETRG atsmapr
arcaepe o iitle, plavsible aosecdoie out of Wlie o somss egw= ol
nr coriradlsr sonie af 1% I:l:'f sectlnns, hapes, and pml_'-:-q,‘.'t [t
Attennapibecs Tess shallfully, 1= Teas led too tlie Pt Diigdeeemished, ond
PALLLY Jaacourale accounl ¢ Bermotans ulm peasnlaated by ozl
newers and orrtlos

Jecundiong fo 1l acocant. Permaata iv o3 paeclioligioe] chionler
dinoza whoek Slwonichss Loe celacod) Boiwsern WO wWolse, a8 s
d soceessfiel actrasy, ewdently i her imd-Sores. naracd Theabet



BERSMAN'S PESEONS L5

Voglor (Uy 10[mann), now spffesing toom ae cosmnntic omonil
vl lape wehinne chief syznptioms are moatencss aned a near<cataponts
sEARILE, ANE allver i3 Ui poelly wOouzlg nrurse ol Leeepiky -Eiae
maraced Alma Bl Argerssaon) chavged wilb carlag o Elisab:th
- fcst at thie wmental TemAtal and then ot the leach enttaer foared
w0 e Jor WhdE praspose By Le WA pravctuialoist at s Inxgpaital
vwhir 1 Rllzabeth's docenr and Alma's sopersisor What beppene i
L vaurse of e Rl 2ecomBig tu the crives’ pomsensaas, 1= thar,
CETP R SO0 TUTSICows potdCess, (hE Lvad winpery exciiagige icha
trties. The cstenehly stonger ane, Almma, heesmes, sweczker, pral-
ally gedwtiine Wve prodiendis gond confuwsicees uf her pabieat, wliha
¢ sk weorpan folled by despale 1or peychosis) evcaludlly peudios
feer pepaeT af yreerh ancd refiirms o ner fommer e Je don't see
rhus vt gl o lsiasienated. YWhian is shicwn at the ewd of Persiiae
St M an awnnized stalematcs Fnak B wag Teaaried a1 Lhe JUom,
ULl SEaLLLy Peeee 3l wad feleated, coutldinesl a boef closing seere
thut shiowed Thrubeth nn the stage agalm, apparcnthy complcke]y
cevoered. Foom wedd, petfwioably, U vieveer cowld infer £t the
nutss was oo Mt and had @aer om the bacden of Bllzabcth's
esirior. |

J'LoerCodinT Lot ClUs ConSLoucled velssus, Jall Aoy ansl el
Tmeamng. cmbocs have tead off 8 nombsr af romher e ] )
Suile feeAid Lhe Loansaciamg Tax=lweenn Cliabieth and Alma . illos.
Emtr 2o impersoal L dnal apoqales nlvniilbaally e Doian
dftqirs: no wltimat cespninsibnlity siecmms Ba mdthes af them. Qb
crs posin 3 consclons Caltnleadison ol ke osiedendl Aboa by Lhe
autress  ancl tings read the fl=n as a farable nf the predabooy,
cloveanle crermees ol e aclisl. swoipioby soavengieg il Gar saw
mitretial.! f1tkee retes mave quickhr taoap cven more roasind
plaie, exbuclurg oo Memer @ Baginsis af fhe cantsnporre
dAlssnctaticn o prreonnlbr a deoeenstracle ol Lhe Lneitalale Jaul-
ure uf el will and trat, anid prslickiblie corrert aras o0 s:ch
ulatkioes 45 Uve alleabaled aflloend actiely, the neatere ol sinadness.
newchlaty and s Iimoltatons, the AMCICan wal an Vel Uy
ivesktemm legace of seaal gullt, and the % billan. {Ticm the :ie-
loe olies f0 an. 32 hUChEd Coenndl @il sevenal Juoolbes ago in L



i T A ST

Alonrel (Avvrivlenn WD clude Bemundnd oo s Yodfar Gdaciicisol
whitch they ba=s Lopuated ke Rim, )

Tait evrn when termed dote o story, 1 think, this peevailing
avruunl ol Serdne yessly oversinaplilies end JDlsepreicals. JTuc,
alvmp drns soom Tox pree ]'-Tc:p;r-:-sm':-::‘r:.r TIAMT MW CUTe, TIOTS 7l mer-
ithilesy b e gaoamge oof Hlae FiLiz shie 1y recdboeced Lo Eils o Trvstena, Lou-
elly, anxiew, ciuldlah depeidence, aud |psobably) deluskor, LHs
alsn ke that Flirabeth ymvchially heoomes seonger that s, i
dotive, e cesprorsive; Jeowgls b clasripge is Jar Subter god, wilil

virhally e end, she s pefuses mnospeak. Bt al: chts 45 handly
kit b the *eaclzarge” of aitclrakes s idecvibties ot Eril-
w5 Renre phbrr saoken of Mo iz il cxdablished, a5 maner £rbes have
irgnsmed, that ATma, Teewerer mach she dues cooee wil pain atd
angdig, Ly belenatily Seetaelb volle Ude docleess, Lok oo Llicazeert s
dUeoimane, wiatewsr those mav be, (Fhee'ss far from made ez
ey s wlemre ix chit the ecnpretion ta dieact oeoe slory cugdil
0 booresiziod LAk, boc dnstance, the scene that stares with the
uhimapr preesemce of @ maddle aged 1o wesinog, dazl: glasss [Cra-
Saa Bjimdsuad] ey L beach ool lage whers Zlizaborh 2nd Alos
e heen HElng 0 Lsnlatien. ol we wew is tRat he zpprnaches
Alra, adelresyinag her aod cortinwing we calt lees, Jdespite Lier
prcLes s, b Le oo BLizabeelly; Ihat A2 colcs fe cehrace et
wnonng her yrmggle tn fose herdf; that throoghsea this se2ize
Eleabzubis jrupnssive 1300 55 dgver 00oe (e O w Jaches swaw:
dat Alma suddenty ywld= te s embmcey, saiving, Yes, 1am Rl
abiethr ™ [Clivabietbs 2 ALUL weabelsizgy wlbessdst, aand gows Lo Ded ofillt
him amld 7 torrens of eadeamments. Then we s the Fesn womer
wpgetlier Sxhinrkle afer®); fteey are alone, bebaciagg as il oz
ilas Jappeited, Tods sequauice Can b sakon as dleslonlng alma's
aro|ng Iden Hncatiom w=th Thaabeth, aml gumnnyg the extent of
e peres Ine o which Aoy is learocog cosally? Jo Leer Uoagilan-
o) e becnone Flizzhern. While Flizahath nas portames rizhantar
Ply rarnmwzesd 3mine de actress by Depcauioty iale, Abiog s igavod-
uctarile aiid painlully coeamed o becomlnr hal EDzzbch vadler,
rhe peifermet, whe na langer eists. $dll. rethieg we see josrifics
descreldg Hals soemie gy & pea” wwenl = soneltbieng appenoty o U-e



BERGMAN'S FERSONA 67

course of the plot on the same level as the initial removal of the
two women to the beach cottage.* But neither can we be absolute-
ly sure that this, or something like it, isn't taking place. After all,
we do see it happening. (And it's the nature of cinema to confer
on all events, without indications to the contrary, an equivalent
degree of reality: everything shown on the screen is there, present.)

The difficulty of Persona stemns from the fact that Bergman with-
holds the kind of clear signals for sorting out fantasies from reality
offered, for example, by Buniuel in Belle de Jour. Bufiuel puts in the
clues; he wants the viewer to be able to decipher his film. The
insufficiency of the clues Bergman has planted must be taken to
indicate that he intends the film to remain partly encoded. The
viewer can only move toward, but never achieve, certainty about
the action. However, so far as the distinction between fantasy and
reality is of any use in understanding Persona, | should argue that
much more than the critics have allowed of what happens in and
around the beach cottage is most plausibly understood as Alma'’s
fantasy. One prime bit of evidence for this thesis is a sequence
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The subject of Persona is the violence of the spirit. If the two
women violate each other, each can be said to have at least as pro-
foundly violated herself. In the final parallel to this theme, the
film itself seems to be violated — to emerge out of and descend
back into the chaos of “cinema” and film-as-object.

Bergman's film, profoundly upsetting, at moments terrifying,
relates the horror of the dissolution of personality: Alma crving
out to Elizabeth at one point, “I'm not you!” And it depicts the
complementary horror of the theft (whether voluntary or invol-
untary is left unclear) of personality, which mythically is rendered
as vampirism: we see Elizabeth kissing Alma’s neck; at one point,
Alma sucks Elizabeth's blood. Of course, the theme of the vam-
piristic exchanges of personal substance needn’t be treated as a
horror story. Think of the very different emotional range of this
material in Henry James' The Sacred Fount. The most obvious dit-
ference between James' treatment and Bergman's is in the degree
of felt suffering that is represented. For all their undeniably dis-
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agreeable aura, the vampiristic exchanges between the characters
in James’ late novel arc represented as partly voluntary and, in
some obscure way, just. Bergman rigorously excludes the realm of
justice (in which characters get what they “deserve”). The specta-
tor is not furnished, from some rcliable outside point of view, with
any idea of the true moral standing of Elizabeth and Alma; their
enmeshment is a given, not the result of some prior situation we
are allowed (o understand; the mood is one of desperation, in
which all attributions of voluntariness seem superficial. All we are
given is a sel of compulsions or gravitations, in which the two
women founder, exchanging “strength” and “weakness.”

But perhaps the main ditference between Rergman’s and James'
treatment of this theme derives from their contrasting position
with respect to language. As long as discourse continues in the
James novel, the texture of the person continues. The continuity of
language constitutes a bridge over the abyss of the loss of personal-
ity, the foundering of the personality in absolute despair. But in
Persona, it is precisely language - its continuity — which is put in
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4 Scenes from the
Class Struggle in Sweden
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Projector/persona "breakdown”

ation effect. This interruption begins with the filmed image of
Alma tearing and then burning, followed by blank screen. Next
we see three shots from a slapstick comedy sketch of a devil figure
chasing two men about a room, followed by more blank screen
and then the close-up of a nail being pounded into a hand. (Both
shots had been used in the film’s prologue.) Bergman then cuts to
an extreme close-up of an eye, where the camera tracks left from
the iris to the whites. Next we see a shot of curtains and then
obscrve an out-of-focus human figure (Elisabet) pull aside the cur-
tains and walk into a room. The figure suddenly comes into focus,
signaling the continuation of the diegetic narrative.

John Simon explains this sequence by arguing that the “film
has ripped and burned from the weight and heat of emotion it
was unable to bear.”® Although this may be a plausible observa-
tion, its purpose is to contain the defamiliarizing effects of this
sequence. In the preceding scene, Alma had deliberately left a
piece of broken glass on the patio. After going back inside, she



04 CHABETZPHER, JFF.

Mt GlEsalet seigast. Adod Len walks ovel o i ®hsdoy aod
lnoks wowid ber pasicnl, vl glanocs: accusingly back af her Tt
g rhizs soenie, we miay icdenhfy wath Thsabwet's paier 30l indieria
Lidce auad e gzpasl srbaiviey Johrilily willl AINAS an@cr aim: mull.
LAFRA, wha has bBorn Faisghs 1 500 herse1f thomagh the eres of otin-
ery, Lance bl boot Jeel i the wornae eebisae confouated witlh Glis-
BLEL'S stauc.y The becal: o L Slacrnilve prorldss ns nr1h 1he
rppnrka It o eeflect nn the dcatlons cmotnns we hawe o
exprienoel We oy oilioe, (or eva:ples, LAl wvebial allosss Lhe
actocss to bl ontraged 15 her Fallone tnorecggmilae hos she has
B eroilel Tier ciunpanisng, Ib iy aggoapciale 0 Wby cegand Lhst Lbw
oul of lagus Ugane tuens oul wa be Flisaber, We marv alwn weallas
that Alma's wadlt is arwarmanted, 1ler actlon, althoceh <hddisl,
veis S0 o pustifiadde ot oo 1w Uk Dilauwsas cdea e Leller, Hio
mullt 1 defacmUladzed In shie snee chat we Ao ngg 5o b as wme-
thiine 1aatvral ared therefore justied bul a5 8 prodocl ol g eyl
CanAltlomday Lhne lners Flanbet™ <105,

Ay twios-tuld wmlogoe on GBlissl=s"s joothectoasl is per
Iope Periveli™s sl cxmmpda of an avnod-gasde desiee Fhac can B
a1 in ter s nf hutth ansthorkid? sesnnessivity ancd Tieschrhan dista
wighican. Jheering e nues=s speecl) Jur e setood Lo, see hgei-
LACE i EeAne Brochl i maomcat, the sl mrazeress nf the frct
as caristmictel ahject. The ssoond versicas of Ahra? spe=ch Lakes
e Do o= au oolbake Uial bas Deeo debPezalety tes ooed b -
sentrate atter Lo omthe wenieglen? content nf the mcalogmie. o
trak, All ELie suore nzisstacl for aon Zoplislispes g aadiende tesdl-

Iz suwdcitles I'Aac wcpecllion o1 this monoalapuie alkoees 158 10 rrng -
nize Alina's dhsciacse i an Incsctioent of the coldress uf Elisal=ts
sociol vlnss Do B posilion oulside Shab Slnes Howecesr 1R split-
screen hnage ot the end or tle sosne funes the reslizatioe thiat
Lheeerponteadd Jeas aldso pepreated Lie onensodoge [0 supeest e Lushoe ol
Fear Adz-ac) s, O lsen PR cvien 1 which Fac aim has csfakHshed
Al gamd Tlivahiet gy oepinesentatives of dislineel sl Lp et webial
Elien doess Berguaan ueean Iy cfaobicing Use e caces? Alma bad
an akbariion g the asisteice of her Bance, o decroirm she i
seens oregret; Cisalaet bad o <luisd sl seever want=d iz oesorie=



SCENES FROM THE CLASS STRUGGLE IN SYWEDEN 105

to social pressure. The two women are similar because their desires
for an authentic life have been frustrated by the social orders they
inhabit. This interpretation of the split-screen image of Alma and
Elisabet, however, may not be Bergman's consciously intended
message. He may have regarded this disturbing composite shot of
the actresses’ “bad sides” as a universal statement on the human
condition in the modern world. Even so, this idealist interpreta-
tion does not cancel out Alma's materialist critique of Elisabet's
social class. As an alienation effect, the twice-told monologue may
not exhibit the Brechtian purity one finds in Godard, but it
undoubtedly provokes Brechtian reflection,

Brechtian practice also allows for alienation effects that do not
impede narrative flow. In addition to the inexplicable appearance
of a large sculpted figurehead of a woman outside the summer
house as Alma, suitcase in hand, leaves for the city, there are two

striking examples in Persona’s second half of distancing the specta-
tor through the manipulation of the film set. During the sequence
that follows the simulated projector breakdown, Alma confronts
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advicazale oll ks woard; tlie firse was his Gisoovers that Taasiree,
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11& ST YIMCA~EC

o wlios paule wor el spouses and Joves over e whie, Hersak
Uisgwsten] wvrth thasr fellles amel bis sem, makes a sone and roches
owl ul Uee reau n cisgrce. Tolranees snd 2xits a2 crocial i this
fUim, nover mafe =2 Lhan IR ebds clloacllc scefie, witdie Acuic,
lampedled tox goo aftsr Rer stepann, neathr Falacs (rstenisthls frnm toc
eLleCls Of e skeoag wine s goed bras dor bie tabern Ao Seer neicn T Petr,
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Aol die Lo stdes eaiploy podbpts a5 b ledus O Ve sy oo
WALICH Andsrssnn atsr Llnann ysc the fowe wagables ot facr dle
real b et thie sbyle o the poese and corstract the cadd, wisde
Iced, cons Ll skaltng luak BeteeCen WA LoD wednrvens, The Jai
I5, @1 onr Jinecl, pn cxkencled serles Aaf acamye excrctses: Fhe bae
handel mipraligwe, the bicic gowes play o pljecti sevesios
OlsLaele, Lhe oduoor exelads mowd G BC 1AL PSS,

Herpmman has a disdamiished thssatrical sonrce e the Povs.
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ardinare plaw, which rantains aerheps fen pages as texk, ban
actresaes, A 2 wnsl Miss Yoaneel e chiarnce wia cafe Jur Jadles &
Clessiods Sve, aod jo U coLse ol vl cicouneer, Mes. » figurcs
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Metamaorphosis

(flabby-faced) and the way she smells (of sleep and tears). Cruelly
stripped of her romantic notion that artists like Elisabet create out
of compassion (as she protests in the scene where she confronts
Elisabet with the letter), the fan now believes she sees her idol for
what she is — and finds her wanting.

It should be clear by now that Alma and not Llisabet 1s the
focus of the picture, but Bergman goes much further than just
emploving the mute, bewildering image of Elisabet Vogler to illu-
minate the depths of Sister Alma. The mirror imaging and the
" merging of the two women permit him not merely to shift the
center of the narrative from one to the other but actually to turn
Alma into Elisabet. This metamorphosis can be read, along with
the earlier scenes, as an examination of the nature of perfor-
mance. In the movie's strangest episode, Mr. Vogler comes to see
his wife and confuses Alma for Elisabet; while Elisabet watches,
tacitly approving, he makes love to Alma. Alma might be Elisabet's
marionette here, performing at her will, and Bergman shoots the
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& Feminist Theory
and the Performance of
Lesbian Desire in Persono
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0Ll veall v wailale Uae audiecest oo an e@gecncnl wisih Ik
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lesbdanlsm 1M Masaree as heterrgeeaialle comeelvisd and hetennse-
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ulAalen i bowd, a2d il G alse ouaeked Dy Feiosssicel. juBLCis-
sisml. and wrfilAles desire, slkdmny pomalat hamomachle dedm-
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thea challgn g hustornsec st Torms Alma responids sdrh fear. Ells-
Laet Eriglatens liec. Slie Lhioks ol cesieenon. °1 soiglit 2ot e egual Lo
il," she =aecs The Temmnle psrcholopisl alse perlarms g dlsmupiing
wiiman wher sees thrmagh the masks of parfoarmend wmmteye In het-
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Ll an astoundlng socne, che aralvsl qtates that she compre-
herds Tllsaber™s reteest it sllezies ard disnbedismee. She tells
Flitak+1 Lhal she urpdersianas wlhal il 9 Jike L Legl Whad ©every
Imflectiom and esene geshare OF o e, eeome smible 2 pripgace.® Flise-
Lt pmeacly are apoirie ay e doatvsd sevs Ly, s 00 Lo swgeest o b
nysr TosoTEITaE af e Bar mrm s 1= ga by arre af mg mr cpitlques.
uf the perfeorarnces uf warcen’s lives as ey ene pestmcked e Taet
CcoPLOpIC Crons. Almiad pdmss, 10T cralaple, shm Lor cre malc
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eyem, she Is the only reersen b has ever Hstened] tn ber Thes 1os-
reniag Docdarded Suiluged il seXuality aitd desire. eapecially
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woegdn shie et at g Teucls, Tn this tale, Sma reenembers Teang
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ol woeds, Ji Alala's Labe, ske does oor dnectsy make Jove Lo .
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Cupy o ke deenie al Uee Deacly, colimdnaline o an vrgasat fur Elisa-
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gle betveeen thieio 1 ot s oty abowt persooal ideotits 2es,
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ciubLncss R mcceeingyy IS wihen Uie e conace [Rat e
clrrertn intrrcheoe apan the selcreflectlve wiee 2t the sxbivnoe.
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spice of Josblan Jaiwass, amd D Deaootes 3 0L poicd wleder o
nrt this siene s merely alma's droam soqiomoe o Bergemem's fan-
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urkent. mvaelf zgain
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Aoz i & letler o which she anmnnes she bas wwen “vandving®
net And when ELSABC] Accuses Alosa, 0 b Jeien, ol beoe oon-
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Cloud'L obs bty e act ™) woe dce apain Gapl el s avhead o oeflect me
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ian clesmeF dre woe ha e 20 mileion oL g 2exL ULal seamts Lot Lo el
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rhesirg, graip se, aad g peechoanaly 15 practive il

Putisftnr Tivnmypstomn wmiters om the tove=sals 1m0 Magae: TR 110050
Eamcdrles L polient wisc! Lhie patient beceanes the nomse, Yigloer's
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Unr acleess Tsouuees 3 speckator aod zhe neese @ pesrme" ot
rethaps tac rirersal of TR Lale of Juomais nod awdianee is an
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makcrierili, L can foecly projece o queer Lesololsl sqading en
Twergman, whin, an effeit, herreanes tle spectator.

Tl patiurishiy Ietween Aling aod Blisalaet Teanies sncress-
Ingry sadomascciledis ward e Snni al MI&amE, anud Lhe CCOWple”
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aetiey L vow sle peerandilp ™ asks Aloma, sepmeslos ha) blisabe,
wind pe-haps the complot eclzencer TeAce o 240mmit that thiar
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Alma as if she were his wife. Again Alma and Elisabet make love
via a male conduit, Elisabet’s husband, who offscreen, we pre-
sume, makes love to Alma. Mr, Vogler asks Alma, “Was it good for
you?” Lesbian sexuality is never directly consummated in Persona,
at least in the form dictated by heterosexist norms. Instead, sexu-
ality between Alma and Elisabet is informed by a radical refash-
ioning of sexuality through a queer gaze.

This queer gare is especially apparent in one of the final scenes,
which involves a vampire sexual fantasy wherein Alma slices her
own arm and Elisabet sucks some blood from the wound. In a
beautiful sequence suffused with lesbian desire, we hear church
bells ring as Elisabet strokes Alma's hair. We see a shot of Elisabet in
makeup as Electra and a self-reflexive shot of Bergman’s camera
operator shooting a scene of Elisabet in a movie, this movie. The
affair over, for both the actors and the audience, themselves
implied as participants and “personae,” Alma leaves on the bus,
We cut to the shot of the little boy touching the belly of the womb
(the Ailmstrip), we see the arc lamp go out, and the film is over.
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Brestl anoveauent of Fetzomi 50 Dogaudcenly and subtly donms-
liges is wae gracnal, tentatlee cmpowesment &f women thiccgh
female hemddlng = 'lesdilamlsm? I thes wwicler sene ™™ Wbawd neeies
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rnit that thr film paims mare nechestmutsn: In mestpasxcdactian, i
speciatorsbip, spe ially i Queer peLOEd IIve spovtateLsilp, M-
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v of tiee st pleaseralile aoonnents, i oo esticetion, o st s
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